
Reading Moderation ~ Collecting Evidence Against the Assessment Focuses  
 

Assessment Focus Evidence  
from fiction, non-fiction, poetry and plays 

Question Prompts 

AF1  
use a range of 
strategies, including 
accurate decoding 
of text, to read for 
meaning 
 
The child reads words 
on sight; self corrects 
and shows awareness 
of punctuation 

 Observational notes commenting on 
children’s decoding strategies and reading 
fluency 

 IEPs 
 Miscue Analysis 
 Phonics Tracking Sheet 
 Running and reading records which list the 

books the child has read 
 Level of reading book (scheme /real) 
 Guided Reading plans (focussing on decoding 

as well as comprehension) 
 Contact books 

 Can you prepare and read aloud / 
perform a passage? 

 What does that word say? 
 What does that word / punctuation 

mean? 
 Does that make sense? 

AF2 
understand, 
describe, select or 
retrieve 
information, events 
or ideas from texts 
and use quotation 
and reference to 
text 
 
The child recalls the 
main events / facts; 
identifies how 
characters behave; 
makes connections 
between words and 
images; say what they 
have found out and 
retrieve details from 
sections / paragraphs 

 Observational notes commenting on 
children’s oral responses to questions; 
processes used to  

    reach a response 
 Discussions around texts 
 IEPs 
 Reading records which list the books the 

child has read 
 Guided Reading plans 
 Contact books 
 Reading journals (written by children) 
 Book reviews 
 Response to text through drama, speaking 

and listening 
 Written responses based on comprehension 

questions 
 Writing based on reading e.g. project work 

based on research, transforming information 
 Annotating texts 
 Transpose text into a table / diagram 

 What are the main ideas of the text? 
 Can you retell what happened? 
 Can you draw the events on a timeline 

/ storyline / storyboard? 
 How did this character behave? 
 What additional information does the 

illustration add? 
 What have you found out about (topic) 

from reading this book? 
 Can you complete the sentence using 

the text: ‘Under the Earth’s surface it 
gets…?’ 

 What word tells you ash is dangerous? 
 Can you match the name with the 

description? 
 Can you draw and label the character 

/ setting / object? 
 How many…? 
 What does…? 
 What happened before / after…? 
 

AF3 
deduce, infer or 
interpret 
information, events 
or ideas from texts 
 
The child makes 
predictions; connects 
information and draws 
out implied meanings; 
distinguishes between 
relevant and 
irrelevant information 
and uses character 
clues to explain their 
motives 

 Observational notes commenting on 
children’s oral responses to questions; 
processes used to  

    reach a response 
 IEPs 
 Reading records 
 Guided Reading plans  
 Reading journals (written by children) 
 Book reviews  
 Reciprocal reading records 
 Response to text through drama, speaking 

and listening 
 Writing based on reading e.g. project work 

based on research, transforming information 
 Annotating texts 
 Quality of children’s own questions 

 Put these events in the correct order 
 Finish the story /predict the next part 
 Why do you think the character 

behaved in that way? 
 How do you know…? 
 ‘What dangers made the helmsman 

turn back?’ 
 Find two examples to support your 

view 
 Some people think… what do you 

think? 
 What does the character’s behaviour / 

speech tell you about how they feel? 
 Is this a suitable title for the book? 

Why?  
 What does that suggest about peoples’ 

attitudes? 

AF4 
identify and 
comment on the 
structure and 
organisation of 
texts, including 
grammatical and 
presentational 
features at text 
level 
The child uses book 
conventions and 

 Observational notes commenting on 
children’s oral responses to questions; 
processes used to reach a response 

 IEPs 
 Reading records 
 Guided Reading plans 
 Reading journals 
 Book Reviews 
 Reciprocal reading records 
 Response to text through speaking and 

listening 
 Writing based on reading e.g. project work 

based on research, transforming information 

 What makes the layout helpful to the 
reader? How effective is this layout? 

 Why is this in bold / italic etc? 
 What is the purpose of this caption / 

diagram / heading etc? 
 How is the poem structured? 
 How does the story open / conclude? 
 How do the characters / plot develop? 
 What happens in each setting? 
 Where / what will this hyperlink to? 
 How does the text attract the reader’s 

attention? 
 Can you label each part of the text 



organisational 
features to focus their 
reading; traces how 
ideas are linked and 
developed; can find 
information on screen 

 Annotating texts 
 Quality of children’s own questions 

with the correct heading / description 
of purpose? E.g. advertisement: which 
part invites the customer; explains 
the offer; adds encouragement? 

 Where can you find these types of 
text – caption, eye-witness account…?  

AF5 
explain and 
comment on 
writers’ use of 
language, including 
grammatical and 
literary features at 
word and sentence 
level 
 
The child comments 
on the effect of 
specific words and 
how they convey 
meaning (ideas, 
atmosphere, 
characters); discuss 
language patterns and 
how they contribute 
to meaning  

 Observational notes e.g. commenting on 
children’s oral responses to questions / 
discussion 

 IEPs 
 Guided Reading plans 
 Reading journals 
 Book reviews 
 Reciprocal reading records 
 Response to text through speaking and 

listening 
 Written responses to text 
 Quality of children’s own questions 
 Annotating texts 
 Quality of children’s own questions 

 How does this paragraph try to 
persuade, upset, create tension…? 

 Find a word, phrase, metaphor etc 
that describes / explains x 

 What is the effect of using this word / 
image on the reader? 

 What piece of music / image would 
you put with this poem / description? 

 What other words / phrases could the 
author have used? 

 What words / phrases would you use 
to create the opposite effect? 

 How could these words / phrases be 
arranged in a different way – is the 
impact still the same? 

 What is the impact of repeating this 
word / phrase? 

 What is the impact of this sentence 
structure / punctuation? 

 What does the word / phrase tell us 
about the character / event / object 

AF6 
identify and 
comment on 
writers’ purposes 
and viewpoints, and 
the overall effect of 
the text on the 
reader 
 
The child responds to 
the whole text saying 
what they like / 
dislike; identify the 
purpose of the text 
using evidence from 
the text 

 Observational notes e.g. commenting on 
children’s oral responses to questions / 
discussion 

 IEPs 
 Guided Reading plans 
 Reading journals 
 Book reviews 
 Reciprocal reading records 
 Response to text through drama, speaking 

and listening 
 Written responses to text 
 Quality of children’s own questions 
 Annotating texts 
 Quality of children’s own questions 

 Do you think these words / phrases 
inform, persuade, describe etc? 

 Do you think the author agrees / 
disagrees with x and why? 

 How does reading x help you 
understand text y? 

 Can you explain what you like and 
dislike about the text? 

 What is the purpose of this text and 
who do you think it is written for? 

 What do you think the writer’s 
viewpoint is? 

 How effective is the writer in 
explaining their view? Why? 

 How does the author develop the 
argument? 

AF7 
relate texts to their 
social, cultural and 
historical contexts 
and literary 
traditions 
 
The child identifies 
traditional 
characters, settings, 
text types and are 
able to relate these 
(make connections) 
with other texts 

 Observational notes e.g. commenting on 
children’s oral responses to questions / 
discussion 

 IEPs 
 Guided Reading plans 
 Reading journals 
 Book reviews 
 Reciprocal reading records 
 Response to text through drama, speaking 

and listening 
 Written responses to text 
 Quality of children’s own questions 
 Annotating texts 
 Quality of children’s own questions 

 What other stories / texts does it 
remind you of? 

 Have you ever been in the same 
situation? 

 What makes this the same as / 
different to title? 

 How is author’s version of the same 
story different to / same as this 
author? 

 How is the film and/or book or poem 
the same / different? 

 What does this story / poem / 
autobiography / non fiction text tell 
you about the workhouse? 

 Do you agree with the author’s view? 
 
 Evidence: It is not necessary to have ALL these forms of evidence when making a judgement – this is a generic list that can point you in the 

direction of where evidence to meet each AF could be found. 
 

 Questions: reading is more than just being able to answer questions. Being able to summarise, sequence, make predictions etc are all 

indicators of comprehension which don’t require answering a question.  
The examples are from QCA (2007 KS2 SAT Reading paper, ‘Building a Picture’, ‘Curriculum and Assessment Conferences 2004’). These are only 
samples; there are many others that could be used. 


