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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
 
As you may know, from the 2019-2020 academic year, pupils in Year 4 will be required to take a test known 
as the ‘Multiplication Tables Check.’ It is a National Curriculum objective that by the end of Year 4 pupils 
know their times tables up to 12x12 and the corresponding division facts. The check therefore assesses 
children’s knowledge of their times tables and consists of 25 questions which children answer on a 
computer or tablet. Each question is a multiplication fact and can be anything up to 12x12. It does not 
include the corresponding division facts. Children are required to type in their answer within a six second 
time limit.  
 
Although the check is not mandatory this year, we will be completing the voluntary pilot check. The current 
Year 4 will be completing this on Thursday 20th June 2019. The results of this will not be submitted for 
national publication and will only be available to the school. 
 
The children in Year 4 have been made aware that they are going to complete a short times table test at 
some point towards the end of the year. During the year we have often done various informal assessment 
tests and quizzes, including for times tables. I am treating the times table check in a similar way to these, 
with some practice so that they are not put off by the computerised format and timed element but with 
very little emphasis placed on it. The children have enjoyed the practice sessions as they love using the 
iPads!  
 
However, I have not, and will not, share with the children that they are doing the check on Thursday 
because I do not want them to be unnecessarily concerned or worried by it. It is something we have to do 
but I will treat it as simply an activity they do that day. I have always stressed to the children that, while we 
sometimes do tests, the results are a small part of their school work and that their effort and day to day 
work is more important. The check takes approximately five minutes per child so it will be a very quick and 
insignificant part of their day. 
 
I hope this information is helpful but if you have any questions about the Multiplication Tables Check 
please do not hesitate to come and speak to me. 
 
Regards 
 
Miss Cavender  
 
 


