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Tuesday 4th February 2020 
 
Dear Year 3 Parents, 
 
I am writing to let you know that we will be having a visit from the Year 3 class of our partner school 
in Hazebrouck France. On Friday 27th March, thirty children and teachers from Saint Anne’s school 
will come across and spend a day with us. We will go off timetable so that your children can work 
on various activities with our French friends. The whole focus of the day will be to have the English 
and French children working together so that they learn to communicate, make friends and develop 
their confidence in unusual situations. 
 
There is nothing you need to do to prepare for the day. Mrs Paget and I will be working on that. 
However, the French have invited us to visit them and we are considering Friday June 5th as a 
possible date. I have tried to arrange this visit for the past 2 years and we haven’t yet been able to 
do so. Previously, many parents have been reluctant to have children of this age travel abroad. I 
quite understand this. It is unusual to have 8 year olds going on day trips to France with their school. 
But can I just say that I have been taking children to Hazebrouck for over 22 years. I feel very old 
writing that – but the point is that we do have a very easy and safe formula for these trips. I would 
urge you to consider allowing your child to go. This trip will provide them with a myriad of really 
fantastic experiences and they will come back enthused by what they see. 
 
The day will involve an appallingly early start to the day. It is likely that we will leave Aylesford by 
5.30am. We will take the ferry across to France and then our coach will take us directly to 
Hazebrouck. It is an hour’s drive from Calais. We will spend the day at Saint Anne’s. During my last 
visit with my previous school, they had hired whole host of traditional games which would usually 
be found in fetes. We spent a few hours playing these before being fed, shown around the school, 
and then being taken bowling. I have no idea what they would plan this year, but I know that we 
would be made extremely welcome! 
 
We haven’t booked anything, and I can’t give you an exact cost, but the price is likely to be in excess 
of £40. I will try to find some sponsorship to bring this cost down. At this moment I just need to 
know how many people might be interested in having their child take part in the trip. We won’t hold 
you to this if you subsequently decide to pull out. But please, if you think you would allow your child 
to participate if we can arrange the trip for around £40, return the slip below. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 
 

 
I would possibly like my child to participate in the day trip to Hazebrouck on Friday 5th June. 
 
Child’s name: ……………………………………….. 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………. 
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