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Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This is almost becoming a daily update! Boris Johnson made various statements last night, all 
of which have implications for us in school. Hence I am writing with information on steps we 
are implementing. 
 
Whilst the public haven’t been directed not to attend pubs, restaurants etc, they have been 
advised not to. Obviously there is a move to limit social gatherings of any kind. In accord with 
this, we are taking the following steps: 
 

 We will no longer have the act of worship together in the hall. This is the only time 
when the whole school is brought together in a more enclosed environment. The act 
of worship will now take place in classrooms and be led by the class teachers.  
 

 Packed lunches will eat outdoors if the weather allows and in classrooms if it does not. 
Doing so again limits the number of children in the hall at any one time.  
 

 The end of term church service has been cancelled. Again, we are trying to avoid 
having the whole school together in one place. 
 

 Unfortunately we are also cancelling next week’s book sharing, which was due to take 
place on the 26th, and the parents’ consultations scheduled for the 30th and 31st.  

 
There may be further cancellations to planned activities. If so, we will let you know of these 
in due course.  
 
We have some members of staff who are pregnant. From this week, they will be working from 
home on whatever tasks can be completed there. We also have both staff and children who 
are now self-isolating – the former because they have children who are unwell. They are 
taking precautions as has been asked. As parents, you must now expect the education we 
provide to be affected, as we are having to redeploy staff to cover the gaps. Inevitably, with 
a reduced staff, we won’t be able to deliver all of the intervention programmes etc that were 
previously in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To my mind, the country appears to be panicking to a very high degree. Can I just ask that you 
continue to be sensible. If your child develops a continuous cough or high temperature, then 
obviously keep them off school and isolate them. But let’s be balanced. This is also the start 
of the hay fever season. Yesterday my eyes and nose were running all day. I have hay fever. I 
get it every year unfortunately. This is a bad time of year for us asthmatics. Please view any 
cough or temperature with suspicion; but don’t automatically presume that any sniffle is the 
coronavirus.  
 
I must reiterate that all children should continue to attend school if they are healthy. It is 
business as normal and any absence will be recorded as unauthorised unless the child is ill.  
 
I am afraid that the government may close schools in the coming weeks. If so, this could be 
for an extended period. Last week, I asked the teachers to begin to plan for a short term 
closure. Hence they are already preparing links to work, which the children will be able to 
complete if we close. We are now looking at providing the most detail possible in our weekly 
and termly plans, and how we can support you in continuing with the important fundamentals 
in English and maths over an extended period of closure, as this may be the unfortunate 
reality. We are also investigating how best to communicate with parents should we be closed 
for a number of weeks. We will update you further. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 
 


