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Dear Parents, 

I hope that you are all keeping well and that the sunshine over the weekend at least allowed 
you an opportunity to leave the house for some form of exercise. On Sunday I spent an hour 
using bicycle puncture repair kits to stop my girls’ paddling pool from leaking. My youngest 
had punctured it whilst sitting in it and washing some of the ‘lovely stones’ which she had 
collected from the garden. We are all counting to ten. 

Mrs Hutchings and Mrs Francis have recorded a seminar explaining how to find your way 
around the National Academy website. The seminar is on our You Tube page, so you can view 
it at your leisure as frequently as you might need. The class teachers from Year 2 upwards will 
be emailing you today with their thoughts and guidance on the lessons which have been 
provided.  

Our You Tube page is growing by the week. Dr Paul Richards’ first music lesson has now been 
uploaded, and Mrs Stone and Mrs Maloney have added more videos. I managed to work my 
way through Zog and the Flying Doctors! I hope that you are all benefiting to some degree 
from what we are posting. 

The teachers will be running their zoom sessions for the children this week. Mr Eastwood is 
collating a timetable for these sessions so that we don’t have any scheduling clashes. We will 
make sure that siblings aren’t in need of the ipad/laptop at the same time. As I mentioned 
previously, KS2 classes will all have a weekly quiz. I know that Mr Eastwood has already run 
his first quiz. I believe that this was a great success. If I can give a heads up to the Year 6 
children – the answer to any future question on sport will always be Liverpool FC.  

I have written a third edition of the Herald – my apologies for incorrectly labelling last week’s 
as edition 3. I will send another on Wednesday. I have far more submissions than I can fit into 
the two pages which our system can cope with, so please bear with me as I work through 
what you have all sent in. Please continue to email more examples of what the children have 
been doing. 

The SPSA have been extremely proactive in the last few weeks, holding virtual meetings to 
discuss how they can best support the school and community at this time. I joined one of their 
virtual meetings last week, and we discussed what else the school might be able to provide 
to support the community. They made me aware that The Chequers pub is providing meals 
to the vulnerable. The Chequers are preparing and delivering meals to 200 people every day, 
which is a marvellous effort. 



 

We wondered whether the children would like to write something to go out with these meals? 
We are all feeling a little lost at the moment, but I imagine the feelings of isolation are far 
worse for the most vulnerable who are entirely confined to their houses. They would no doubt 
love to have a suitably happy and colourful message from one of our children.  Perhaps the 
children may like to draw a bright, uplifting picture accompanied by a letter saying hello and 
letting the recipient know that they are not forgotten? 

Separately, it would be lovely if some of our children could also produce thank you letters or 
pictures which we could give to The Chequers to say how much our community appreciates 
what they are doing for the most needy at this difficult time.  

You can deliver either of these letters to the Chequers directly, or leave them on a table which 
we will put out in Coronation Gardens, and we will pass them to the pub en masse. 

We are leaving Coronation Gardens open each day so that you can bring in any art which the 
children would like us to display around the site. I know that some of the children have already 
said that they would like their particular sculptures to be stood or sat in particular spaces on 
the playgrounds which they like to occupy at break time. We will certainly put their sculptures 
where they have particularly requested. 

The SPSA also suggested that the children may like to produce art work which can remain in 
Coronation Gardens. If the children would like to make stars, we will hang them from the 
branches of the trees. Please leave them on the table which we will place close by the 
entrance gates. There was also the suggestion that the children may like to draw around their 
hands, and cut those out. They may wish to write messages within the hand shapes. The 
children would be very welcome to use sticks to plant these in Coronation Gardens, or if they 
prefer, leave them on the table and we will plant them in the area ourselves.  

Whilst we have very few children actually on site, school life is continuing to a certain degree. 
We are currently planning for the next academic year. Not only are we drawing up our annual 
strategic plan, but we are also looking at which teachers and teaching assistants will be in 
which year groups. We will update you on this in term 6.  

I am sorry to say that Mrs Goemans has left the school. She resigned just before we broke up 
for the half term break, but of course her leaving was swept up in the chaos of the school 
closure. She has left to take up a new challenge within the VIAT group. Her place as an HLTA 
will be taken by Mrs Pip Beacher. Mrs Beacher is a qualified teacher and thus very well 
qualified to take on the role of delivering PPA cover in KS2 and targeted support to the KS2 
pupils. Mrs Beacher was previously employed on a part time basis within the school. We are 
recruiting to fill the role which Mrs Beacher has vacated. Governors have also directed me to 
use this recruitment to increase our TA provision a little. Hence whilst Mrs Beacher was 
previously employed part time, her replacement will be full time. This will provide us with a 
little more TA support for the children on their return. 

 



Obviously there is continued debate about the possible re-opening of schools. I am now 
beginning to plan for that possibility. This will be a complicated matter, not least because 
schools vary so much in terms of size, facilities and layout, that we won’t all be able to follow 
one centrally delivered plan if we do re-open in term 6. I am currently looking at the 
classrooms, toilet provision etc and deciding what numbers of children could safely be 
accommodated here. I will be sharing these plans with staff and governors in the coming 
weeks. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 


