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Good Morning Everyone, 

I will continue to write to parents as regularly as needed with updates. For your information, 
school will remain open for the children of key workers who require childcare in order to go 
to work. Today, we have 8 children attending. I thank everyone for their common sense 
approach. I was fearful that if too many attended, we would almost certainly become a 
contagion for the virus.  

Can I ask key workers to please use the booking in system we have set up? It will allow me to 
know how many staff I require on site each day. I am trying to limit the numbers of staff having 
to attend. 

We currently have twelve teaching staff still able to attend work; eight teachers and four TAs. 
The school office is separate and we can still staff that with one person over the course of a 
foreshortened working day.  

We are organising the twelve teaching staff into six teams of 2. The teams will alternate 
working with the children here, with each team of 2 supervising a class of children for a whole 
week. 

By limiting the frequency of staff contact with the children, we hope to maintain a sufficient 
number of healthy staff to be able to ensure that the school can stay open to the children of 
key workers. If staff become ill, we can alter the rota to replace them with staff who remain 
healthy.  

Depending on numbers of children attending, we will have one or two classes in operation. 
We aim to have no more than 12 children together in one classroom. We are arranging desks 
and working practices to ensure that any physical contact between the children is minimised. 
As much as possible, we will try to keep the children 2m apart during the day. We have closed 
as many of the rooms here as we can, to allow us to give those in operation the deepest clean 
possible each day.  

Until Easter, it will be the TAs who are supervising the class(es). The teachers are all working 
on developing the remote learning lessons which will be available to you from the beginning 
of term 5. We plan to have at least two weeks’ worth of lessons ready for you when the school 
term recommences in April. We will then continually add to these so that you always have at 
least a weeks’ worth of English and mathematics to complete at home with your child.  



Lunch at school is being taken in the school hall with the children sitting just two to a table. 
CDC are reviewing the numbers of children attending their schools and it is likely that the hot 
school meals service will stop this week. I will keep you informed. 

Today I will try to find out the details of the government’s supposed free school meals voucher 
scheme. However, with events moving as quickly as they are, and the country now in 
lockdown, I don’t know if that scheme is even being developed. We certainly have no details 
of it at present. 

I hope that you are all safe and well. Please tell the children that their school and teachers are 
fine, and we are all waiting to welcome them back to school when this crisis is over. In the 
meantime, as you start to find a routine at home, and complete activities of any type, please 
feel free to email me with the details. Send me pictures if you can and you don’t mind me 
publishing them! I am sure that we are all tired of the doom and gloom letters I have been 
forced to send you. Primary schools are places of laughter and fun. So whilst we can’t actually 
get together, perhaps we can develop a comic style newsletter for the children to enjoy? If 
the children write any stories, or draw any pictures, scan them and send them to me. Perhaps 
we can use this appalling situation to introduce our children to the joys of comics – even if 
they are electronic in format. It may help to continue the sense of our being a school if we 
can share anything which we have been up to.  

I can let the children know that Tom the guinea pig is off on his travels. Mr and Mrs Davis are 
going to look after him until the school re-opens I believe? They are very brave. Miss Stone is 
upset at not being able to visit the hairdresser and nail beautician – as is Mr Eastwood. The 
children here are all doing PE with Joe Wicks. They are enjoying it but I believe that Mrs Price 
and Mrs Beacher are a little sore from yesterday’s workout. I will keep the children informed 
of any little stories which anyone has to share about what they have been up to this week. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 

 
 
 
 
 


