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Dear Parents, 

Firstly, I hope that you are all staying well and that all of you and your wider families remain 
untouched to any great degree by the virus. I also hope that you are managing to make the 
best of the lockdown and the enforced inactivity. For those of you with a garden, at least the 
weather has been pleasant for once and allowed us to be out doors. 

I hope that you have all received the work which we have sent out. Mrs Phipps has posted it 
on the school website, so if you have had any difficulties with the emails we sent you, it can 
also be found there. 

There may be some of you who are unable to print out those elements of the work which 
require a hard copy. If you cannot print hard copies of your own, please email the class 
teacher and they will arrange to have paper copies of the work posted to you. You should all 
have the email addresses of your class teachers. If you haven’t, email the school office and 
they will forward your email on. 

The teachers are now working to supplement the work which we have already sent you. 
Towards the end of the second full week of school, we will provide you with another two 
weeks’ worth of home lessons. These will be emailed to you and posted on our website. Those 
who have requested hard copies will have those sent to them. 

The teachers and I have had long discussions about how best to pitch the work. We 
understand that you are not teachers. We also know that children behave very differently 
sitting in their own kitchens to the behaviour they exhibit in class. You are probably having to 
work far harder to get the children to focus than might be the case for us in class, where there 
is a normal routine and expectation. Hence, we have tried to give you activities which you can 
readily deliver to the children, but which also allow you to extend, as you see fit, if they and 
you are both in the right frame of mind to do so.  

These first few weeks of work generally contain activities which relate to knowledge and skills 
which a majority of the children will already have. However, subsequent weeks will, by 
necessity, introduce concepts which may be new to the children. The next tranche of work 
will begin to cover what we would be teaching if the children were in school with us.  

If we thought that this situation were going to end quite quickly, we would continue to give 
you simple holding activities, but this is probably not going to be the case. I reiterate what I 
have previously said – we are learning about government plans from the evening news just 
as you are. Obviously a return to school is now being mooted in the media. However, common 



sense shows that a full reopening is highly unlikely. Even if the government ordered schools 
to reopen in 3 or 4 weeks’ time, we wouldn’t be able to do so fully as long as social distancing 
rules remain in place. It would probably require us to use three classrooms just to house one 
year group. So, even if we were to reopen in the coming weeks, it is likely to be for just a 
couple of year groups. 

We are anxious about the well-being of the children as they remain isolated from their friends. 
Having now supplied you with work for home learning, we are now focussing on how best to 
introduce communication between the children, and between the children and teachers, to 
maintain the highest possible level of social interaction. Next week we will be contacting you 
again with the ideas we have. 

The SPSA have also met to discuss this issue and have offered some very good ideas as ways 
of addressing this. Amongst other things, including using apps such as zoom to support 
activities amongst our pupils, they have also put forward the idea of having the children 
complete art activities which we can display in the village. Separately, Mrs Paget has asked 
whether the children would send in selfies whilst completing any activities during lock down 
– building a den, reading a story to a sibling, making cupcakes etc, so that these can be shared 
electronically. Next week, we will contact you again with detailed proposals about what we 
would like to do on this front. 

The next edition of the Herald will be out next week and I will try to publicise what everyone 
has been up to. Thank you to all of you who have sent details in. 

In order to supplement the work we have sent you, we have also developed a You Tube page. 
Mrs Stone has recorded some work for her children, including her reading a lovely story called 
the Monkey Puzzle. Mrs Maloney has recorded herself reading a lovely book on the African 
Savannah, as well as a whole host of lessons to support phonic learning. I have recorded my 
tribulations trying to read a story with my daughter. I am no fan of the internet, but needs 
must in these strange times. Whilst it will no doubt get messy as is the norm with You Tube, 
you can currently find us at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFnnRB6ZLS_P9McbUduBsRQ 

We will be adding to the videos as the weeks continue. 

I am only in school on Tuesdays and Thursdays now as my daughter’s nursery has closed and 
I am sharing child care duties. Believe me, I can sympathise enormously with those of you 
who have been indoors for an extended period with demanding children! Let’s hope that this 
situation is resolved as quickly as possible and that we can return to normality, and have our 
school back. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 


