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Monday 11th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
Obviously Boris Johnson announced that he wishes schools to consider reopening after the 
half term break for Years R, 1 and 6. The first thing to say, yet again, is that you know as much 
as us. Last night’s announcement is the only information we have had. I hope that more 
detailed information will be shared with us today or tomorrow, but at the moment please 
don’t contact us as there is no information I can give you. We will continue to be open for the 
children of key workers and vulnerable pupils. 
 
I imagine that the news last night has caused very mixed emotions in many of you. Whilst the 
evidence apparently shows that children are not inherently at risk from the virus’ most serious 
effects, there is no definite information about children’s ability to transmit it to others. We 
are all only too aware of how quickly infections spread within schools. Every winter, we see 
evidence of children’s innate ability to share coughs and colds, and they are always generous 
to each other with nits. We know that the virus is in our community here in Aylesford. I 
imagine that a great many of you are dubious about sending your children back to school at 
this time. 
 
I can assure you that we will be planning to minimise any risk to both staff and children as we 
begin to re-open. This just isn’t as simple as saying that schools will re-open fully to three year 
groups after the half term break – please understand that this is very unlikely to happen. The 
situation which led to our closure hasn’t changed. The virus remains just as it was. The only 
alteration is that there is now more capacity in hospitals to minister to those infected.  
 
Our start point will be to determine how many children we can have on site whilst still being 
able to implement practices which minimise the risk to us, to the pupils, and through them, 
to your families. We need to identify how many children can be in each classroom at one time 
and from there we will plan to address a whole host of issues, including whether we can 
operate for a full or part day. The children of key workers will continue to be admitted full 
time as required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please understand the difficulty of our situation. We want to have the children back. We are 
all desperate to re-open our school and to see the children walk happily back into school. 
However, I am tasked with implementing what the government demand of me with regard to 
re-opening, whilst also adhering to the stipulations relating to safe practices and social 
distancing. Until I receive detailed guidance from the government as to what exactly they wish 
to see done, I cannot be sure that I can join the two ends of that circle. However, I can 
absolutely assure you that I will be very honest and open about what we can do, what we 
can’t, and that whatever solution we offer as a result of this directive will have the best 
interests of the children at heart. 
 
My best wishes to you all 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 


