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Dear Parents, 

I’ve been supervising the children this week so have had no opportunity to get to the next 
edition of the Herald. But thank you for sending in so many photographs and pieces. I will 
publish an edition as soon as I can. Please continue to send photographs in. 

Today the teachers have begun to email out the work for term 5. I know that there are a few 
issues because some email addresses can’t cope with the size of the files we are sending. I 
believe that over 80% of parents in each year group have been able to receive the files we 
have sent out, but the remainder have had the emails bounce back. Because the files contain 
a great many links to power point presentations, word documents etc, they are large, and in 
some cases too large for certain email providers.  

Hence, we are now endeavouring to have all of the work on the school website so that you 
can also access it from there (as has been previously explained, Year 2 work is on the website 
and has not been emailed). However, we also have an issue because the website itself can’t 
cope with the size of some of the files we are uploading! So, Mrs Phipps is busy managing this 
and altering the documents so that they can all be uploaded to the website. She is working 
on this now. The files will certainly be on the website in the first week back at school – and 
we are hoping that they may even be up by the end of Wednesday. 

Parents in Year 4 were contacted after the documents were emailed out and asked to 
immediately delete the files which were sent to them. There is no danger to your computer, 
but these files had become corrupted. If you have not already done so, please delete them as 
uncorrupted versions will be out to you on Wednesday. 

As I have explained previously, the work we have sent out will cover the first few weeks of 
the new term. We will be adding to this work continuously, so that you always have activities 
in English and maths for your children. Alongside this, we are publishing a long list of links for 
internet providers which will provide you with activities in other subject areas. This will also 
come out to you today. Separately, we are drawing up a whole school topic on the Tudors. 
This will outline activities and areas for learning, for Year R – 6. This will be out at the beginning 
of next term. Finally, we are recording various things which will go onto You Tube. Again this, 
will be out to you at the beginning of next term.  

 

 



The government have finally published details of the free school meal provision 
arrangements. Mrs Cooper and Mrs Rein are organising this and those who qualify for free 
school meals – this is actual FSM determined by income, and not the universal free school 
meals given to all KS1 pupils – will be contacted today with details of how to access the 
scheme.  

I want to thank all of the key workers who have used our school so sensibly since the closure 
was enforced. We have generally had between 4 – 8 pupils each day. This has allowed us to 
maintain safe distance working for the children and staff, and to complete daily, 
comprehensive deep cleaning of the few rooms in use. Most key workers are using us as the 
government intended, as a haven of child care to be utilised when you have no alternative 
child care provision available to you. Doing this, has meant that we have been able to take 
the steps necessary to keep everyone as safe as possible. 

As you know, we are closed over the Easter break. We now know that Wouldham Primary will 
act as the local hub school. They are open over Easter to cater for key workers who require 
child care. The details of this scheme have been sent out to our key workers and parents of 
our vulnerable children. 

None of us know what will happen with the situation in the country as the weeks progress, 
but I fear that the school closures which have been implemented may remain until the start 
of the next academic year. Please rest assured that we intend to remain open for key 
workers/vulnerable children for as long as the crisis continues. Should the virus reduce our 
staff numbers to a level where we are forced to close, key workers will still be able to use 
Wouldham, providing they have sufficient staff to remain open.  

As I have mentioned before. I would just urge all of our key worker parents to use us as 
sparingly as possible, as doing so obviously reduces the number of children attending each 
day, which in turn reduces the chances of the virus being brought into the school. If you can’t 
find child care for your children, we are here. If you can, then obviously it is in your child’s 
best interests to keep them at home as much as possible. 

I hope that you are all staying as sane as possible in the circumstances and that none of you 
have been affected by the virus to any great degree. I look forward to the day when I can 
reopen the gates and welcome all of you back to your school. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 


