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Thursday 23rd January 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I am writing to all parents of children in years 4, 5 and 6 about the misuse of social media by 
children. Over the past two weeks, there have been two separate incidents of it being used 
inappropriately, one involving a child in Year 5 and one in Year 6. Both of the incidents happened 
outside school, on personal devices. The incident in Year 6 involved the use of WhatsApp group 
discussions; the one in Year 5 involved the use of Tik Tok. I am including Year 4 parents in this 
letter, as your children are nearing the age when the message is also relevant to them. 
 
The recommended age limit for WhatsApp is 16 and for TicTok it is 18. The terms of service of both 
apps state that those below this age can only use the apps if the parent agrees to the terms of 
service on their behalf. 
 
I appreciate that I have no remit to lecture you on what you should or should not allow your children 
to do. However, I’m going to anyway. If you allow your child to use social media which is explicitly 
recommended for those twice their age, you have full responsibility to ensure that they are using it 
appropriately and that they are safe. If you have signed to allow your child to use an app which is 
for those aged 18, you need to check what they are posting. Every single day. And if it is 
unacceptable, you have a parental responsibility to intervene and prevent them from continuing to 
do so. In the UK, the age for criminal responsibility is 10. If your child is posting abusive messages, 
they are in danger of having criminal action taken against them. 
 
Secondly, if you allow your child to access social media, you have a responsibility to ensure that you 
monitor the messages being sent to them. I appreciate that parents brought these situations to our 
notice in an attempt to prevent issues being brought into school. Many parents closely monitor their 
child’s use of social media. However, some do not. Had this happened in the school holiday, and not 
involved classmates, but some new found ‘special friend’ who had contacted your child through 
social media, children could have been in very real danger. 
 
I wouldn’t allow my child to use social media until I believed that they were mature enough to do 
so responsibly – and that includes being able to restrict their social group to well known and trusted 
friends. If they do not yet have the maturity to do so, or the app doesn’t allow them to restrict the 
group which can message them, I strongly suggest that you remove the app. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
Jim Holditch 
Headteacher 
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