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Monday 11th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

I am writing to the parents of our Year R, 1 and 6 children, about the proposed re-opening of 

the school. 

This morning I met with my Senior Leadership Team, which is Mr Eastwood, Mrs Stone, Mrs 

Oag and the Business Manager, Mrs Cooper. We discussed how best to proceed with the 

planned re-opening. Our tentative plans are to have Year 6 in the Mount Pleasant building. We 

are considering using the hall as a classroom for them. We plan to have Year R/1 in the Lodge. 

In order to adhere to social distancing protocols, we plan to have 6-12 children in any given 

classroom. The rooms are obviously different sizes and we have measured them to see how 

many pupils they can take whilst leaving 2m between each pupil. We believe that we may be 

able to admit the 3 year groups, at least for periods of the day, as well as the children of key 

workers. However, all of our plans are tentative at this moment! 

Frankly, readmitting Year R and 1 will be problematic. Whilst it isn’t a model we would usually 

employ, Year 6 can sit at desks and listen to their teacher whilst they are taught for longer 

periods. This isn’t possible for children aged 4, 5 and 6. They need their teachers close by and 

demonstrating things to them.  

Whilst we would hope to maintain social distance between pupil and teacher for Year 6, we 

cannot be certain of doing so for Years R and 1, and the younger children are likely to break 

social distancing with each other, simply because they won’t understand the need not to, 

despite our best efforts. A great deal of the Year R curriculum in particular depends on group 

work, sharing experiences, sharing resources, socialising etc. We are already wrestling with 

these issues. It may be that we have these younger children attend school for shorter periods 

of 2 hours possibly, so that we deliver phonics, literacy and numeracy only to smaller groups of 

them. This would at least mean that you are freed from the demands of teaching your children 

the fundamentals at home. But please understand that our plans are very tentative at this 

stage. 

My apologies for asking this of you when details are so very sketchy, but in order to plan for 

the re-opening, we need to know how many children may attend. Some of you will be adamant 

that you are not sending your child back to school until the situation has improved considerably. 

Others of you will be certain that they are coming back in; and of course some will be 

undecided. We do not yet know if the government has decided whether there will be any 
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consequence for parents if they decide to keep your children at home. They may allow parents 

to make their own decision free from sanction – we don’t yet know. 

Would you please let us know by emailing Mrs Rein gayle.rein@stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk 

(don’t telephone!) whether your child definitely won’t be returning in June, definitely will, or 

whether you are undecided. This is not something which we will hold you to! If you say that 

you most likely won’t be sending your child in, you aren’t forfeiting their place for term 6. You 

are allowed to change your mind. We simply need a rough approximation of numbers so that 

we can more accurately plan for what will happen after the half term break. 

I apologise for the uncertainty of our communications at this moment. Hopefully the situation 

will become more certain as the week continues. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 
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