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Good afternoon everyone! 
 
I hope that you are all managing to stay as happy and active as possible whilst at home. I 
absolutely adore my daughters – they are everything to me and easily the most wonderful 
things in my life. However, after four or so weeks of this lockdown, I really feel that it is time 
they joined the navy and followed their own paths in life. Overseas. I hope you are all 
managing to retain your sanity as the weeks continue! 
 
Home Learning 
 
We put together our learning packs because we needed to support you at home in continuing 
to educate your children. Providing you with electronic and then paper copies of work was the 
best solution we could provide immediately. There was such a lack of information at the time 
of the closure that we were simply trying to provide you with the best support possible in a 
very uncertain situation. We fully appreciated that it would be problematic for you to deliver 
the lessons we had planned and prepared, but we intended to take this week to garner your 
views on what needed to be improved, and to hone our home learning support accordingly. 
 
However, yesterday the government launched an online school which covers Year R up to 
secondary. The site is accessed at https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom 
Alongside this, the BBC have also developed their BBC Bitesize learning platform. This site is 
at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
 
Yesterday some of us reviewed both of these platforms against what we are able to generate 
for you from school. Frankly both the national academy and BBC Bitesize offer you really 
superb and superior home learning platforms. There is no need for you to print materials. The 
lessons are very well presented and thorough. They cover other areas of the curriculum, but 
focus strongly on English and mathematics. 
 
We are parents ourselves and believe me, we are under no illusions about how difficult it can 
be for children to focus on learning when at home. At the same time, I am very concerned 
about the adverse effect this prolonged absence from school is having on the educational and 
social development of our children and urge you to do all that you can to continue their 
development in language and mathematics in particular. These two sites will certainly aid you 
in that and far more effectively than through materials which we can supply for you. 
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Hence, I strongly advise you now to use the national academy and BBC Bitesize for home 
learning. I have told the teachers to alter what they have been doing. They won’t continue to 
prepare the home learning packs as they have done. Instead every Monday morning they will 
review the content which has been posted on the national academy for that week. They will 
then email you to let you know how it suits your children. There may be some cases where 
the children have already covered some of the maths or English topics being presented. The 
teachers will be able to tell you whether the children should be able to cope with the work 
easily, or, if it is a topic area which is new to them, whether they will need support from you 
to complete the activities. They may also advise you to look at the work in different year 
groups if children need to be extended or to cover work of a less demanding nature. I am 
afraid that we don’t know what is being posted on the national academy website until it is 
actually up and so we can’t act any quicker than looking at it on a Monday morning. 
 
Mrs Stone and Mrs Maloney have already made the decision to augment what is offered by 
the national academy with their own lessons and activities which they continue to post on our 
You Tube site. Mrs Stone has already posted a number of highly entertaining videos in her 
inimitable style! Mrs Maloney has also posted a large number of very effective lessons which 
will really aid parents in KS1 in delivering phonics to their children. I would urge you to watch 
them with your children. 
 
The national academy site doesn’t seem to like internet explorer. It won’t run when accessed 
via that browser. However, we didn’t experience any problems when using Firefox or Chrome, 
or Safari if using Apple. When you access the site you will see a tab in the top right hand 
corner which says ‘schedule’. This takes you to a page where you select your year group. 
There are then three lessons for each day of the week. The lessons are delivered through 
video by teachers.  
 
This Friday at 4pm, Miss Burgess and Mrs Francis will be hosting a meeting for you all via 
Zoom. Tomorrow you will be emailed a link which you will be able to use to join the meeting 
when it begins on Friday at 4pm. Because of the large number of people involved, you will all 
be muted! However, you will be able to watch and listen as Miss Burgess and Mrs Francis take 
you through the national academy site and explain how to use it. If you have any questions 
as the session continues, please note them down and then email your class teacher 
subsequently, and they will answer those queries for you. 
 
You already have the lessons we prepared to cover next week. However, I would strongly 
suggest that you begin to review the lessons on the national academy and BBC Bitesize, and 
view our remaining materials as support activities to be used if and where they are needed. 
 
BBC Bitesize 
 
You may already have looked at the revamped BBC Bitesize site. If you haven’t, please do so. 
It is very comprehensive and certainly rivals what has been produced through the national 
academy. Some of you may prefer it. It is very good. I would use the two sites in order to 
deliver learning for your children.  
 
I suggest that you try to run home learning for 2-3 hours in a morning if you can, with a focus 
on literacy skills and mathematics. Believe me, I know how difficult it can be to maintain 
children’s concentration when at home. But whilst the school closure process was hurriedly 
instigated and lacked clear direction, the DfE and BBC have stepped up very effectively and 
you do now have superb platforms through which you can support your children.  
 



Social Isolation and Zoom! 
 
I have asked the teachers to now direct their efforts to addressing the social isolation which 
you and the children must be feeling. We are going to use Zoom as one platform for achieving 
this. Your class teacher will be contacting you this week, to outline one and then two weekly 
Zoom sessions in which your children will be able to participate. The sessions will be hosted 
and managed by the teachers. KS2 classes will have an inter house quiz every week. The KS1 
teachers felt that a story time might suit their children a little better in the first instance.  
 
We will probably begin with one session a week but we will try to get two sessions organised 
for the week after next. This will allow the children to see each other and their teacher at 
least twice a week. Depending on the success of this initiative, if we can subsequently do 
more, we will. 
 
Art Project 
 
I am fed up with having a near empty building. Frankly, I find it a little depressing to drive up 
to St Peter’s at the moment. Despite the tribulations that work can throw at me, I can honestly 
say that before this closure I loved coming to school. I am very proud of St Peter’s and I’ve 
never been happier in my working life. Whilst I appreciate that it can sound stupid for a grown 
man to say this, I honestly always felt a tingle of pleasure about the day ahead as I walked 
across the playground to my office. 
 
It is very ironic then that a year or so ago I held an assembly where I asked the children to 
think about how they would describe to an alien visitor what a school was.  Of course, the 
children described the building. But we then reflected on that and considered whether the 
school was the building or was it more than that? We considered whether a school building 
was still a school if it had no children?  
 
It is poignant that I actually asked them to consider the scenario of the school building having 
to close for a month and us holding lessons in the village hall. I asked them which of the two 
should be classed as the school?  We decided that the school was primarily made up of us, 
and that school was where we were. It was our presence in this building which made it our 
school. 
 
Well frankly this building feels very sad without the children here. It is missing them just as I 
am sure they are missing it. Hence, we would like to get them back even if it is just in spirit. 
 
Please have a look at the work of the artist Antony Gormley. He is a sculptor who has worked 
with a variety of media to create numerous installations of people in relation to spaces. If you 
google his work you might see the human forms he has installed on the beach at Crosby.  
 
I know that we can’t go out and buy materials – this is going to be very tricky to do - but we 
are asking whether the children would like to create some sculpture / form / representation 
of themselves which could stand in the school grounds. They will be open to the elements. 
You might have wood at home, or wire, or broom sticks, anything. We are asking that the 
children make a representation of themselves. It can be as big or small as they wish. It can 
be colourful. It can be realistic or representative. They can paint their faces if they wish. You 
may have exterior paint at home which they can use. Look at Antony Gormley’s work for 
inspiration. You might also look at the work of Andy Goldsworthy, who uses things he finds in 
nature.  
 



From Monday we will open the main bottom gates of Coronation Gardens every day at 8.30. 
They will stay open until school closes at 3.pm. Parents will have to monitor this to ensure 
that social distancing is maintained, but during this time children will be able to bring their 
sculptures into Coronation Gardens and leave them there. On a Tuesday and Thursday, I will 
take them and slowly fill the playground with them. I will place them in groups or singularly 
to try to re-create our playground at break time. I will then take video of the tableau and post 
it on You Tube so that the children can see who they are standing next to.  
Depending on what response we get, we might then be able to get the children to write some 
dialogue to go with the scenarios we have created. 
 
Hilltop Herald 
 
The next edition of the Hilltop herald will be out tomorrow. Thank you to everyone who has 
sent in photographs or details of what they have been up to. 
 
We Sympathise 
 
I have posted two videos on our You Tube site. Both involve me reading stories to my 
daughter, Florence. Yesterday I tried to read a story to both my daughters at once. I curtailed 
the resulting mess after about 4 minutes. I showed the video to Mrs Stone who has pleaded 
with me to post it. So, if you are struggling at home to educate or even just control your 
children, I will post this as soon as I can and you will be able to see how an education 
professional gets on. We sympathise with you all. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 
 


