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Friday 20th March 

Dear Parents, 

We are now approaching the end of what has been an extremely trying week for us all. I feel 
I must put this whole situation into some sort of context. 

Schools have been directed to stay open in order to allow the children of key workers to 
continue to run the absolute essential services which our society needs. We are also open to 
support those children whose needs would be very adversely affected by having to stay at 
home. 

But the government is trying to balance the support it provides to these groups, with 
recognising that schools themselves will soon come under very considerable pressure from 
staff shortages. There is a drive to try to keep the number of children attending school to an 
absolute minimum. Even key workers are being asked to try to make arrangements to keep 
their children at home if possible.  

Government expect education staff to become ill in the coming weeks and for our future 
provision to be very adversely affected. I have to balance supporting this community with 
protecting the ability of the school to continue to function – and the health and well-being of 
my staff and their families – and that means only admitting children from families which 
clearly meet the criteria. 

 We have a list of people who have informed us that they believe they meet the designated 
criteria. We are reviewing that list. We will be contacting all of these parents this afternoon 
to confirm who meets the government criteria. As of Monday, I will only admit these children. 

The Local Authority are beginning to plan for the development of school hubs – larger schools 
which will stay open if smaller ones, like us, are forced to close because of staff illness. This 
school will be shut over Easter for the normal scheduled holiday. It is possible that the hub 
school service will be in place over the Easter break to provide a placement for the children 
of key workers should they require it. If this is organised next week, we will pass details onto 
you. 

When term 5 commences, hopefully sufficient of our staff will remain healthy that we can 
continue to open the school, but if many of us become ill and we are forced close, your 
children would have to attend the local designated hub school, as would those members of 
our staff who remained fit enough to work. As yet, there is no information as to where our 
local hub might be. 

A number of parents have asked me about what work the children will be completing over 
the coming weeks, both those in school and those at home. The reality is that the packs we 



are sending home today and on Monday are very general. They will occupy your children – 
but they won’t greatly extend their learning. Similarly those coming into school next week will 
complete art activities, music, PE etc whilst we begin to plan for teaching two mixed age group 
classes.  

But as from the beginning of term 5 we hope to be able to provide both those children in 
school, and those who are at home, with structured learning. We won’t be babysitting those 
who are attending school. They’ll be pushed, and we will do all that we can to provide you 
with support, materials and guidance to push your child’s learning at home. 

The caterers have confirmed that they will provide hot meals to those still attending school 
next week. Hence, you can bring packed lunch if you wish, or have a school dinner. There may 
be changes to the menu however.  

Just to confirm that certainly until Easter, there is no wraparound provision – no Breakfast or 
After School Clubs – although we will review this after Easter. All extra-curricular clubs are 
suspended.  

Can I thank the SPSA for going way beyond what could be expected to organise the mother’s 
day shop, in a fun, safe way. It was a lovely afternoon and brought normality to the school in 
a very abnormal time. Can I also thank Wendy Butler for her hard work in running the 
mother’s day afternoon teas. They looked lovely and I hope everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
them. Finally, Miss Price worked extremely hard to run a whole week of activities during 
sports relief. The children had a wonderful time. I thank her for putting so much into providing 
them with such a great experience. 

We are hoping to have an open air assembly today. We need to have a formal send off for 
our children as school ends, possibly for the academic year. I feel extremely sad today and I 
will really miss seeing my little friends every day. I hope you all stay safe and well, and I look 
forward to a return to normality and opening the gates and welcoming you all into our school.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 


