
St Peter’s Church of England (VC) Primary School 
Mount Pleasant, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BE 
Telephone: (01622) 717335 
Email: office@stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk 
Website: www.stpetersaylesford.kent.sch.uk  
Headteacher: Mr Jim Holditch 
 

                                              

Established in 1856 

 
 
Thursday 12th March 2020 

Dear Parents, 

I am writing with regard to the Coronavirus. There is little definite information being given to schools 
beyond what has been shared with the population as a whole, and which relates to hand washing and 
the general steps which can be taken to limit the spread of the virus. 

However, I am aware that the government is trying to tread a sensible path between overreaction, 
and planning measures which will limit or at least manage the speed at which the virus spreads. 
Obviously school closures are being considered as a part of their planning, but as yet there is no 
definite, timetabled plan for that to happen. The situation is unsure and government are monitoring 
the spread of the virus. If schools are directed to close at some stage, then it will be because it is seen 
as a necessary step to limit the speed of infection. But for our part, unless we are directed otherwise, 
we will do whatever we can to stay open. If staff here become ill and have to self-isolate, we will treat 
the reduction of staff in the same manner as a snow day, and cover classes in whatever way necessary 
in order that we can stay open and you can continue to go to work. If our staffing levels fall below a 
point where it is unsafe for us to stay open for all classes, we may need to close some year groups. 
However, we will do all that we can to remain open. But hopefully this may never happen. 

Children should continue to attend school, as normal. You cannot keep your child off school because 
you are merely concerned about the situation. However, if you or your child display any of the 
symptoms of the virus – and these are well publicised on the government website - or you believe that 
you may have been in contact with someone who has been identified as having the virus, you must 
contact Public Health England. In non-emergency situations this means calling the NHS on 111. They 
will advise you on what course of action to take. If they advise that the child be self-isolated, then they 
obviously shouldn’t attend school. If this is the case, please inform us straight away so that we can 
then seek advice from the authorities as to what actions are required from us.  

As parents in Years 3 and 4 already know, our French link school won’t now be visiting us at the end 
of March. They have been advised not to travel. They have also asked us not to visit them in June as 
we had planned, because of the uncertainty of the situation.  
 
We are currently liaising with the KCC insurers with regard to the Year 5 and 6 residential to France at 
the end of June. I hope to be able to write to parents in Years 5 and 6 next week with more definite 
information. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Jim Holditch 
 


