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Monday 16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Obviously there is a great deal of apprehension in the country because of the spread and 
dangers of COVID 19. Schools aren’t receiving any definite information at the moment. We 
are all having to react to this situation in the way we think best. As a school, we are now 
receiving increasing numbers of phone calls from parents about whether they need to isolate 
their own children.  
 
The current advice is very clear - if your child develops a new continuous cough or high 
temperature, we ask that you keep them at home. If your child attends school and we find 
that they have a cough which they didn’t previously have or that they are running a high 
temperature, we will contact you and insist that you take them home. 
 
You must comply with this. It is clear that healthy children are not in great risk from this virus 
– but all of those with underlying serious medical conditions are. We have families here which 
include members who suffer with such conditions – siblings, parents, grandparents etc. We 
also have a small number of our own pupils who fall into this ‘at risk’ category. For their sake, 
we must act as a community to slow the spread of this virus. So, if your child has a new, 
continuous cough or high temperature, do not send them to school.  
 
If your child’s symptoms worsen or do not improve after 7 days of isolation, Public Health 
England advise contacting them. If you call the NHS helpline on 111 I must warn you that you 
are likely to be on hold for a very long time. There is also a NHS website which provides 
information. But the bottom line is that if you are worried by your child having serious 
symptoms you do what you think is required and in emergencies you obviously call 999. I 
don’t think any of us really know what is going on with regard to testing for the virus, but if 
your child is tested and found to have the virus please inform us immediately. If they are not 
tested, and the symptoms disappear and the child is in good health, they can return to school.  
 
Parents of children with serious underlying medical conditions may decide to keep their child 
at home, as a preventative measure. We fully understand this and support the move for those 
with serious medical conditions. My only caveat would be to say that this situation could well 
go on for months. Those of you with children who suffer from serious medical conditions must 
decide on the actions to take to keep your child healthy. But please understand that you may 
be isolating your child until the autumn. This situation isn’t going to go away in a few weeks. 
 
 
 
 



For those of you who do have to keep your child off school for any reason, we are preparing 
links to various online suppliers of school work. We can’t prepare our own lessons and supply 
materials for extended periods of home learning. However, we will use our website or school 
comms to provide you with links to online materials. We advise that you use these to continue 
work on the fundamentals such as reading, phonics, spelling, writing, times tables, number 
bonds, and other areas of mathematics.  
 
Let’s simply act in a sensible manner to manage this situation in a way which best protects 
our most vulnerable. Please ensure that you have your children wash their hands before they 
leave your house in the morning. We will have them wash their hands at regular intervals 
during the day. If we are sensible, then we can ensure that school does not become a conduit 
for spreading the virus. 
 
Best wishes 

 
Jim Holditch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


