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Dear Parents, 

This has been an extremely difficult week for all of us. I wish I could now write to you with 
some definite news about the forthcoming school closures and the measures we will be 
taking, but implausible as it sounds, we are only learning what is happening from the news 
bulletins, just as you are.  

Obviously we all know that the school will be closed to all but a small number of pupils as of 
Monday. We will remain open for the children of key personnel (although we are yet to be 
told exactly who qualifies as such), and vulnerable children, but again, we haven’t been told 
which children have been identified in that category either. We believe that a definitive list is 
being given to us later this afternoon. I will write to you again tomorrow once I have more 
details. 

However, one certainty is that the definition of key personnel will include everyone who 
works for the NHS, the police and fire service. We will remain open to the children of these 
parents (and any others identified by the government in forthcoming communications) for as 
long as is required. Would those of you who work for the NHS, police or fire service please 
telephone the school office as soon as possible if you need your child to attend school, and 
also let us know whether you require our wraparound provision. If there is no demand for 
wraparound care, we will close it until the school re-opens. We also have no definite 
information regarding the provision of meals. Until we know what number of pupils are likely 
to be on site each day, we can’t discuss with our caterers how best to cater for the children 
still in attendance.  

In terms of education, it is difficult to plan for this situation when the period of closure is so 
uncertain, but we have taken the decision to plan for an extended closure. If we do that and 
it turns out that we are open again relatively quickly, all the better.  

On Monday, the school staff will be in work, bar those who themselves care for vulnerable 
members of their family or are in an at risk category. Obviously, some staff will be teaching 
the small number of children we have attending school, but I will be meeting with everyone 
else to allocate tasks which will enable us to switch from delivering school based learning, to 
remote learning. As I mentioned in an earlier letter, we have already begun to prepare 
learning packs for you. We will share these with you next week. But these packs were aimed 
at keeping children engaged for a short period of time. Unfortunately I think we need to 
prepare for an extended closure. 

 



 

Hence, as of Monday, a group of our teachers will begin to develop a system of remote 
learning, possibly accessed through our website, which will allow you to maintain your child’s 
learning more fully, certainly in the fundamentals of literacy and numeracy. We have already 
started to discuss how best to do this, and even if we can record videos of lessons to provide 
you with these as a teaching tool. This will take us time to pull together, but I think it is prudent 
for us to not see this as a short term school closure, with the need for us to provide you ‘tide 
over’ work, to something far more comprehensive.  

I feel very sad today. Whilst I frequently sit with friends and gripe about aspects of my job and 
pressures I may be under, I actually love it – and the part which gives me 99% of the 
enjoyment is being with our children. A school is not made up of a set of buildings; a school is 
the people who attend. Our school disbands on Friday. I hope that this situation is brief, and 
I look forward to opening the gates once more to our children and having our school 
reassemble.  

In the meantime, we will find the best way possible of becoming a remote education service 
for our children. We will remain contactable by telephone and email. Please contact us should 
you need any information or support in the weeks to come. Weather allowing, the staff and 
children will be holding an open air assembly on Friday to discuss what is happening, and to 
reassure the children that their school will be waiting for them when we are allowed to return. 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Holditch 

 
 
 
 
 
 


