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Monday 9th September 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Following on from the newsletter I sent out at the end of last year, I am writing with more details of 
the second Erasmus project with which the school is now involved.  
 
You will obviously be aware of the first project, which is now coming to a close with the final trip to 
Munich on November 25th. The participants for this trip have already been selected. Our new 
project, which is called STEAM, focuses on the teaching of science and maths across a host of 
European countries. It will involve trips to Spain, Austria, Romania, Poland and Belgium. The format 
will be the same as with our first project. We have one school in each of the participating countries 
(and a kindergarten in Austria) who are now our partners. Each school and the kindergarten will 
take turns to host pupils and teachers from all of the other schools. Each trip will last 5 days. We 
have two days for travelling and all of the children will have three days in the host country when 
they work alongside each other on a science project. In our case, 6 of our pupils and two of our 
teachers will travel to the host school on each occasion. This is entirely free to you parents. All costs 
are funded by the EU. 
 
The project begins almost straight away and our first trip is to Sint Paulus School in Kortrijk, Belgium. 
Sint Paulus led our first Erasmus project and some of our children have already visited this school. 
They are also leading this second project. We travel on Sunday 27th October, which is the last day of 
the half term break. We return on Thursday 31st October. 
 
We travel by Eurostar from Ebbsfleet on the Sunday. We have yet to book the journey but will aim 
to leave at a reasonable hour in mid-morning. When we last went to Kortijk, we were able to catch 
a train at 11.15am and would aim for something similar. We travel to Brussels and then take a local 
train back to Kortrijk. We will arrive in the town in the late afternoon. 
 
It is the responsibility of the host school to help organise accommodation for the visiting partners.  
At present, Johan Vanhouwaert is doing just that for us. He will book us into the Youth Hostel which 
is quite Spartan but very clean and entirely suitable. The 6 children will be sharing two rooms, with 
one for the boys and one for the girls.  
 
On the Sunday evening we will visit the school, so that the children can see where they will be 
working. We will then go out to a restaurant for a meal together. This will involve all of the children 
and teachers from the partner countries. 
 
The itinerary for Monday – Wednesday is yet to be set, but our children will spend time in the 
Belgian classrooms. This will terrify them! It always does initially. But the children are teachers are 
extremely friendly and our children always come out of the classrooms with large smiles on their 
faces, having made new friends. 



  
Previously we have visited both Brugge and Ypres. As I said, the itinerary for this trip is yet to be set, 
but it is quite possible that it will follow a similar format to the previous visits. If so, the children will 
love Brugge which is a beautiful city. The visit simply shows the children the culture of Belgium and 
provides them with an opportunity to socialise with children from the other countries.  
 
If it takes place, the trip to Ypres is slightly different. Ypres was the centre of very fierce fighting 
during the First World War and was almost obliterated. It has been rebuilt and is a very beautiful 
town. It contains a museum in the old Cloth Hall which is extremely moving. Previously we have 
visited this and also the Menin Gate. This is a memorial with over 67,000 names carved on it. These 
are the soldiers who died in this area and who have no known grave. Every evening there is a 
ceremony of remembrance and during my last two visits with the Erasmus project, we have taken 
part in this ceremony and a child from each of the partner schools has laid a wreath. 
 
As I said this trip is fully funded by the EU. It won’t cost parents or the school anything. In all of years 
as a teacher I have never been involved in anything as worthwhile and powerful as the Erasmus 
project. This is a wonderful opportunity for your children to possibly take part in an experience 
which they will remember for the rest of their lives – and to possibly make friends with whom they 
will remain in touch for many years to come. I would strongly suggest that this project is one of the 
most powerful learning opportunities that your children will ever have offered to them. 
 
If you wish your child to be considered for inclusion in this project, I need you to complete the reply 
slip and return it to me by Friday. This doesn’t mean that your child must go if they are offered the 
chance to visit any of the countries. You aren’t committing to it. However, we need to know who 
would like to be considered, so that we can approach you about the first trip to Belgium, which is 
obviously approaching very rapidly.  
 
If your child hasn’t got an up to date passport, but you would still like them to be considered for the 
project, please let us know. It may be too late to have them take part in the trip to Belgium, but we 
could include them on the subsequent trips to. If you have any questions at all about the project 
and the trip to Belgium, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Jim Holditch 
 
 

Erasmus Project  
 

I would like my child to be considered for inclusion in the STEAM Erasmus project 
 
They do / do not have a current passport. 
 
Name of child: ...............……………………………..     Year Group: ………………………………………………… 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………… 
 


