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Father Christmas 

Can I say thank you to Father Christmas who visited the school this week. His elves had been extremely 

busy and had organised a gift for each child—which was beautifully wrapped and addressed to them indi-

vidually! It was lovely of Father Christmas to pay us this visit and for his elves to be so 

thoughtful towards our children. 

Christmas Disco 

Thank you to all of the members of the SPSA who gave up their time to run the disco 

yesterday. The children had a great time dancing, as did Miss Burgess. We are very lucky to have so many 

elves who help us in so many ways—thank you. 

Christmas Performances 

I hope you all enjoyed the key stage 1 nativity. It is my favourite event in the whole of the school year. I 

want to congratulate all of the children who took part in the wonderful performances, and I am in awe of 

the organisational skills of the key stage 1 staff who managed to co-ordinate 72 children so successfully!   

Can I also thank all of the staff who gave up their time to stay to the late perfor-

mance and help. Many of them are only paid until 3pm, but they were there 3 

and 4 hours later helping to get the children changed and doing what was re-

quired to help put the performance together. 

 

Nothing reflects the real magic of the Christmas period as perfectly as seeing our youngest children so ex-

cited at performing the nativity in front of their parents and grandparents. It was perfect. On top of this, for 

the last few weeks Mrs Stone has been giving up her lunchtimes to work with the school choir. They visited 

the Aylesford Active Retirement Association last week to sing for them. They performed a range of Christ-

mas songs and were then treated to some sweets as a thank you. They sang really well and it was lovely to 

see them having the confidence to chat to the  retirees afterwards. Well done to them and a big thank you 

to Mrs Stone! 

Finally Dr Paul Richards has been working with the children in Years 3, 4 and 5, as well as with his after 

school club. The classes learned different songs which all reflected friendship, whilst those who attend the 

club actually composed their own song on this theme. Last week, all of them performed to the school. They 

were absolutely superb and I was extremely proud of all of them. Well done to you all. 

Christmas X Factor  

You wouldn’t believe how seriously the teachers take the Christmas X Factor. Secret extra practices have 

been taking place amid accusations of all sorts of skulduggery. The actual result saw Medway victorious! 

Well done to them and well done to the three governors, Mrs Roberts, Mrs Lincoln and Mrs Finch who gave 

up their time to act as judges. 
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Appropriate Clothing for Outdoor Sports! 

Can I please emphasise that the children can wear whatever is required to keep them warm during out-

door PE and sports activities. We still had children wearing thin shirts in the last few weeks of our football 

club.  Chloe, our tennis coach, still has children coming to her lessons wearing t shirts and shorts. Whilst 

the children need this kit for indoor PE, they can wear tracksuit bottoms, old jumpers, tops, hats, gloves, 

etc for outdoor PE lessons and extra curricular clubs.  

Library  

Our new library is gradually taking shape in the old Rainbow Room and we are hoping to have it open and 
ready for children to borrow books from by the end of January. We are still adding to our books and more 
will be arriving in the new year. We will also be doing some more extensive decoration over the course of 
the year, but we would like children to start getting the benefits of their library as soon as possible.  

It is anticipated that each class will visit the library weekly and with this heavier use we would appreciate 
having some parent helpers who would come in to either assist during these sessions or to help keep the 
library tidy in between. It would be useful if this could be a regular commitment but we are not asking 
anyone to give up whole days – even an hour a week would be much appreciated. If you think you would 
be able to support the library in this way please contact Miss Cavender. 

As term 2 ends, can I please wish you all a very happy and wonderful Christmas. I hope that all of you en-

joy a memorable time with your families and that all of you manage to enjoy the magic of the season.  

Christmas Wishes 

We enjoyed an assembly on Tuesday in which Edward in Year 3, Amelie in Year 4, Megan in Year 5 and  

Katie in Year 6, all shared their creative homework with us. Our value last term was respect and the work 

they had done on this subject was deep and thoughtful. It was a perfect way to end our focus on what 

should be a key value in the life of everyone, but is certainly a key one in the life of a school. Next term we 

will begin to consider faith and what that means to us. If your child would like to complete a project on 

faith, we would love to see it.  

It is perfect that we end this term and enter the Christmas holidays with a focus on faith. We perhaps lose 

sight of the true meaning of Christmas as we struggle to cope with the demands of  ‘the season’. Those of 

us who work in primary schools are extremely lucky, because the true magic of Christmas exists in chil-

dren. Watching the nativity and hearing the children sing provide us with examples of that and perhaps 

provides us with a counterbalance which protects us to a degree from the stresses which can accompany 

this time of year. Watching our children take to the stage dressed as a donkey or sheep or angel, and wav-

ing excitedly at a parent as they relish being part of the nativity is the real magic of Christmas.  

I hope that Christmas brings you peace, fulfilment and a joy in watching your children at this most special 

time of year. I wish all of you the very happiest Christmas possible.  

 

“Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and love of kindred, and we are better 

throughout the year for having, in spirit, become a child again at Christmastime.”  

 

Laura Ingalls Wilder  


