
St Peter’s Church of England (VC) Primary School  

Mount Pleasant, Aylesford, Kent, ME20 7BE 

Newsletter 

September 2019 

 

Welcome Back 

It is lovely to see all of you back at St Peter’s! I hope that you’ve all had a wonderful summer break and 
that you managed to enjoy the time away from school. My own child started school last week—just not 
here unfortunately. She was so excited at the prospect of starting school that she spent most of the holi-
days trying to wear her school uniform. Hopefully all of your children are as equally excited to be in school. 
It’s certainly a pleasure to see all of their faces at the gate of a morning. I would particularly like to wel-
come all of the children who have joined us this year—both those coming into the older year groups, and 
those who have entered Year R. Welcome to St Peter’s!  

Building Works 

The building work was completed successfully over the break. The chimney breast running through Years 1, 
2 and 6 was removed, and consequently the children in those years are now being taught in classrooms 
which are far more spacious. Year 1 have moved into the vacated nursery building which has been gutted 
and suitably equipped as a classroom. The old rooms were far from adequate for modern education. The 
alterations have fully addressed that issue I am pleased to say. 

We will now begin drawing up plans for the second phase of the work, which will both greatly increase the 
toilet provision in the Lodge and will also allow for internal access through the building for Years 1 and 6. 
We certainly need more toilet facilities in the building and this is a priority for us. In addition, we appreciate 
that we need an internal corridor in the building as it isn't ideal having Years R, 1 and 6 all taking the same 
route to their classrooms. Providing internal access will alleviate a choke point at the side of the Lodge.  

However, as is always the case, funding is tight. Hence we will need to complete quite considerable fund 
raising in order to have all this work completed. We will be fund raising as much as possible over the com-
ing months in order to afford these developments. I will keep you posted on our progress. 

Creative Thursdays 

Unfortunately we have to wait a week before fully starting our planned timetable for the Creative Thursdays 
as we have the 11+ tests tomorrow. Whilst this won’t affect any of the children aside from those taking the 
test, I have to invigilate at another local school whilst another Headteacher comes here, and hence I am 
not around to deliver my share of the PE lessons. Miss Price, who is delivering the majority of the PE les-
sons, is also out tomorrow afternoon as she and Miss Stone are completing home visits. So, tomorrow the 
children will have art and music, and the following week we kick off fully with the PE and Modern Foreign 
Language (MFL) as well. Hence no PE kit needed for children tomorrow but as I set out in the newsletter 
last July, the children will need to come to school in their PE kit every Thursday as from next week! 

Our new Kitchen and Lunches 

Our new kitchen is up and running! We now have a production kitchen and we cook our own meals on site. 
We have opted out of the KCC catering contract and appointed the Contract Dining Company (CDC) to pro-
duce our meals. They emphasise high quality, fresh food. I have no doubt that your children will notice a 
phenomenal improvement in the quality of the meals they receive. Mrs Butler and Mrs Chalken continue to 
work in the kitchen and over the summer Mrs Butler has completed the extensive CDC training courses and 
I am very pleased to say that she is now our cook.  

CDC are continuing our practice of inviting parents into lunch. This is commencing on Friday 20th Septem-
ber when Year R parents are being invited to join their children for lunch. Full details of this will come out 
to you separately. 
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Meet the Teachers 

A reminder that the Meet the Teachers meetings take place next Tuesday 17th September. Again, full 
details will come out to you separately as the different class meetings have been scheduled to prevent 
clashes for those of you with children in different year groups. 

Erasmus 

Parents in Years 5 and 6 have received a separate letter about the trips available to your children in our 
new Erasmus project. If you haven’t received this, please contact us and ask about it! Very few parents 
have put their children forward for consideration. Hence, if your child has already taken part in an Eras-
mus trip, you are able to put them forward again. 

Homework—History and Geography 

A reminder that we are altering our creative homework programme this year. Each term the children will 
be able to complete an extended piece of work on either the history, geography or science topic they are 
studying in class. It’s their choice as to what they wish to do and the work can be in any format. We want 
the children to be creative. As is the case now, towards the end of each term we will look at the work in 
class and a winner will be selected for each year group. We will then look at these children's work in as-
sembly and parents will be able to come in and join us for this. 

Spelling 

One of our priority areas for next year is to improve the quality of our children’s spelling. We are intro-
ducing weekly assessments. These won’t be like the old traditional spelling tests where words are simply 
sent home and then we test the children at the end of the week. Over the course of the week we will be 
working in the class on the words and rules being studied. However, you will also be aware of what we 
are working on so that you will be able to support your children at home.  In addition to this, on our web-
site we will publish what are termed ‘common exception words’, the spelling of which the children need 
to learn. Obviously we would appreciate you working with your children at home to support this learning. 

Uniform 

Thank you to all of you who have made such an effort to ensure that the children are in the correct 
school uniform. A couple of parents have spoken to me because they are waiting for certain items to be 
delivered from the suppliers. This is absolutely fine. You may remember that in July I recounted that one 
of our pupils made the point to me that it was unfair that she was using the school bag when a number 
of her classmates weren’t. She was quite right. We have a uniform policy and I ask that everyone ad-
heres to it fully.  

Music Plus 

I am pleased to say that Mr Phil James is going to working at our school to complement the work of Paul 
Richards. Phil accompanied and helped Paul when he recorded the children's singing and produced the 
CDs at the end of last year. I will be speaking to Paul shortly about making these available for sale to you 
all. Phil is a professional guitarist and is in fact lead guitar on the Lion King production in London. He will 
be offering private lessons here just as Sam Laming did and we also hope to have Phil working with a 
class or two during our Creative Thursdays. I will provide you with more details in the next week or so. 

School Vision 

I hope that you are all now aware that the school’s Christian vision is based on the parable of the mus-
tard seed, which is found in a number of different gospels, and which emphasises that from small things, 
big things can grow. It is a very apt vision for a primary school! 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field; which 
indeed is smaller than all seeds. But when it is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.” Matthew 13:31–32  

Just to remind that we are going to ‘grow’ a school vision tree. Our Citizens of the week will receive a 
leaf, on which will be written the reason they have been selected as such. The children will be able to 
place their leaf on our school vision tree.  

Conkers 

Tying in nicely with our vision are conkers! Start collecting these wonderful seeds so that we can play 
matches during break times in the weeks to come. I am also going to have a few children plant some of 
the conkers we collect. Hopefully some may take so that we can grow a conker tree or two. The world 
can never have too many conker trees. 


