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Kitchen News 

I am pleased to tell you that we have finalised the details for our catering provision next year. We will have our own 

production kitchen in school. Over the course of the summer break, we will be completing an extensive refurbish-

ment of our old kitchen, so that it is suitably equipped to produce our own meals on site as of September. We are 

extremely fortunate that Mr Davis had already made a very generous gift of a combination oven to the school. This 

has saved us close to £10,000. We are spending in the region of £15,000 to have the kitchen refurbished and 

equipped with the appropriate equipment. In the longer term, we want to move the kitchen facility to a position im-

mediately adjacent to the school hall, so that we can serve the meals directly from where they are cooked. However, 

until we have saved the additional funds needed, we will cook the meals in our kitchen and serve them from the hall 

as we do now. Obviously the quality of the meals will benefit enormously from being cooked on site and not being 

driven over from Ditton School as they are now.  

In a further step to improve the quality of our school dinners, we have left the KCC catering contract. A majority of 

KCC schools have their meals supplied by Caterlink, as the company has a central contract with KCC. The issue with 

this system is that the individual schools are not the direct customer and only have a certain amount of say with re-

gard to how their meals’ service is delivered. Because we have been unhappy with the quality of our meals’ service, 

we have completed a tendering process and appointed our own caterers—the Contract Dining Company (CDC). They 

will be delivering our meals’ service as from September. They are employed by our school and are directly answera-

ble to us. I have twice used CDC before in previous schools. I have no doubt that you will see a very noticeable im-

provement in the quality of the food provided to our children. There will be a far greater emphasis on fresh food than 

is currently the case. The cost of the meals will be £2.30 per day. Key Stage One children will continue to have access 

to a free school meal each day.  

CDC will meet with our School Council as the year progresses to discuss how happy the children are with the meals’ 

service and to identify any deliverable changes they would like to see made. I have no doubt that your children will 

enjoy a higher quality meals’ service as from September.   

Curriculum Developments for 2019 and the Governor Forum 

We are making some quite major changes to our teaching and curriculum for the coming academic year.  Because of 

the Government’s long standing obsession with SATs, the last decade has seen a continued decline in the supposed 

importance of PE and the arts. These subjects, along with others, have become side lined as large numbers of schools 

have focused on teaching to the SATs tests. In order to protect what we feel are fundamentally important subjects, 

we have decided to ‘bank’ their teaching on a set day. From September, we will devote every Thursday to the teach-

ing of art, DT, music, PE and Modern Foreign Languages (MFL). MFL are only required to be taught to children from 

Year 3 upwards. As from September, we will be teaching MFL to all of our children, from Year R upwards. 

I am very grateful to our new Vicar, Ruth Peet, and the Parish Council, who have agreed to allow us to use the church 

as a base for our music lessons. Dr Paul Richards will continue to teach these lessons next year. It is also hoped that 

we can reinstate the whole class music lessons for Year 3, with all of the children being taught the guitar. We have 

provided professional tennis lessons to our children this year. We won’t continue with these next year. Instead, Miss 

Price is going to take the role of our PE co-ordinator and every Thursday she will join me in delivering a range of  PE 

activities to our children.  
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The details of our curriculum changes are too many to be outlined as a section of a newsletter. The next parent/

governor forum is taking place at school this Wednesday 12th June at 7pm. I would urge you to come along if you 

can. The governors are actively trying to engage parents in discussions about the most important aspects of school 

life. I am sure that the parents who attended the last forum would agree that it provided them with an insight into 

what was being planned at our school and allowed them to voice their views.  

At this week’s forum we will be discussing the curriculum developments in some detail. We will also outline how 

these may be developed further in the next 2-3 years. We have quite radical plans for how we may shape our cur-

riculum in the coming years. If you can’t make the forum, don’t worry, as I will be writing to parents with details of 

exactly what is being introduced. But if you can come along please do so. We will also be discussing the building 

works which are taking place this summer and what our priorities are for the next phase of development. I would 

urge you to participate in these forums if you are able. 

Mrs Hutchings is Expecting a Baby 

I am delighted to announce that Mrs Hutchings is expecting a baby. She will continue at school for the remainder 

of this academic year and we will see her in September. She is due to give birth towards the end of term 1 next 

year. Obviously we congratulate her and her husband, Joe, and wish them every happiness as they prepare for 

their first child. 

Teacher Allocations for 2019 

I have already written to the parents of our current Year R children, to let them know in detail how we are covering 

Mrs Hutchings’ maternity leave. Mrs Maloney will be taking the class from the start of the academic year until Mrs 

Hutchings returns. This will provide continuity in the year group as well as ensuring that the children are taught by 

someone who knows both them and our school. 

There is one other change to our teacher allocations for September. I have asked Miss Burgess and Miss Cavender 

to swap year groups. Miss Cavender is one of our MFL specialists, and moving her to Year 2 allows us to introduce 

Spanish and French lessons to our Year R, 1 and 2 classes in the easiest manner possible. Miss Burgess will com-

plete a straight swap and go into Year 4 to teach the class she had a year ago. Otherwise, the teachers will stay in 

their current year groups. 

Breakfast and After School Clubs 

Over the past few weeks a number of people have asked me about the organisation of our Breakfast and After 

School Clubs next year. I want to reassure everyone that the closure of the nursery will not affect our wrap around 

provision. The Breakfast and After School Clubs will operate to the same times and in the same way as they have 

before. They will be based in the school hall as from September.  

Reminders—Sports Day and the Leavers’ Service 

Just to remind you that the Sports Day is scheduled for the morning of Friday 28th June. As with last year, we will 

have a round robin section to the start of the morning, with the children participating in a range of different 

sporting activities in small groups. You will be able to move around and watch your child as they progress from ac-

tivity to activity, just as you were last year.  

We will then have flat races. There will be more of these than last year and the House Captains have asked that we 

have a longer relay race which makes use of the whole of the recreation ground, so we will add this in as a grand 

finale. 

Again, just to remind parents that the Leavers’ service takes place on the last Friday of term, which is Friday 19th 

July. We will go across to the church as normal and the service should start around 1.15pm.  

 


