
St Peter’s Church of England (VC) Primary School  

Mount Pleasant, Aylesford, Kent, ME20 7BE 

Newsletter 

July Supplementary 2019 

 

Nursery 

The nursery closes this Friday. I am very sorry to see Wendy and her staff leave the school site. I instigated 
the closure last year when I recommended to the governors that we needed to close the nursery and bring 
the building back into school use. The frank facts are that the school population has outgrown the buildings 
we have, and that in order to provide the school children with the facilities they require, we needed to con-
vert the nursery back into a classroom. However, I was very sorry to have to do this and I am sad to see 
the nursery move off site. Wendy and her team do a marvellous job and provide a much needed service for 
our community. I am extremely pleased that they have been able to relocate to the football pavilion on the 
recreation ground and that they will be able to continue to serve the community from their new home. 

I thank all of the nursery staff for the years of dedicated service they have provided to this community. We 
have been lucky to have them in Aylesford and we are extremely fortunate that they will continue to pro-
vide our children with such a supportive and caring start to their educational life. 

SPSA and the Summer Fair 

Can I also take this opportunity to thank all the members of the SPSA who have worked so hard to raise 
funds for the school and to organise events which have supported our wider life here. Hopefully you will 
have seen the letter from the current SPSA announcing that Lyndsey Meredith, Wendy Butler, Jo Stirling 
and Pip Beacher are stepping down from their roles at the end of this academic year. I really am grateful to 
them for all that they have done for the school.  

Please consider putting yourself forward to play a part in the new SPSA committee. This is a vital role and 
your fund raising makes a real difference to what we can offer our pupils. Even if you haven't the time to 
take on one of the main roles, we always appreciate help from anyone who can simply spare a few hours to 
help out at events. On that note, I hope to see many of you at the SPSA Summer Fair on Friday, straight 
after the Leavers’ Service. Hopefully the weather will play ball and we will be able to enjoy a long afternoon 
of fun. There are a wide range of stalls organised, as well as refreshments and entertainment. I know that 
I’m in the stocks. I hope it’s a warm afternoon. 

Leavers’ Service 

The Leavers’ Service takes place in the church this Friday at 1:15pm. We hope you will be able to join us as 
we say our formal goodbye to the children who leave St Peter’s to begin the next stage of their education. I 
have no doubt that, as always, it will be an emotional and moving afternoon for all concerned. 

Transition days 

The last Monday and Tuesday of term are being used as transition days. All of the children will move to 
their new classrooms and be taught by their new teachers. These two days provide an opportunity for both 
the children and teachers to get to know each other. The Year 6 children will have a relaxed informal end 
to their life at St Peter’s and will be able to do the traditional things such as getting their shirts signed by 
friends and members of staff. We have a few things planned to try to ensure that their last two days at St 
Peter’s are as memorable as possible! 

Pirates of the Curry Bean 

As I write this, the Year 6 children are in the final preparations for tonight’s performance of Pirates of the 
Curry Bean! I saw the dress rehearsal. I can assure all who are coming tonight that you are in for a treat! 

Midday Meals Supervisors 

Welcome to Mrs Green, who will be joining us as a Midday Meals Supervisor as of September! I thank her 
for taking on the role and am sure that our children will benefit from having her join our team at 
lunchtimes. Welcome! 
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Homework - History and Geography 

This year, our creative homework programme has allowed children to complete an extended piece of 
homework, in any medium they wished, provided it related to the Christian value we were studying that 
term. Next year, we are altering this and are moving away from the Christian values. Each term, the chil-
dren will be able to complete an extended piece of work on either the history or geography topic they are 
studying in class. As is the case now, towards the end of each term we will look at the work in class and 
a winner will be selected for each year group. We will then look at these children's work in assembly and 
parents will be able to come in and join us for this. 

Spelling 

One of our priority areas for next year will be to improve the quality of our children’s spelling. We are in-
troducing weekly assessments. These won’t be like the old traditional spelling tests where words are 
simply sent home and then we test the children at the end of the week. Over the course of the week we 
will be working in the class on the words and rules being studied. However, you will also be aware of 
what we are working on so that you will be able to support your children at home.  You will receive more 
details of this when we return in September. 

End of Year Reports 

You will have received your child’s end of year summary report. This complements the comprehensive 
mid year report which you received in March. The end of year report provides a summary of your child’s 
effort grades for the second half of the academic year, and the attainment levels they have achieved.  

Uniform 

Can I please urge all of you to adhere to the school’s uniform policy, and purchase whatever is needed 
before we return to school in September. One of our girls spoke to me some months ago, because she 
felt it unfair that she was using the school bag when a number of her classmates weren’t. She would 
much rather have had a bag of her own choice. I told her that she was quite right. Why should some 
people disregard the school uniform when so many others adhere to it? 

A number of parents have spoken to me over the past few weeks because their children have worn out 
their school shoes, or outgrown items of uniform. I totally agreed that there was no point buying replace-
ment items now, given how quickly children grow! I thank these parents for talking to me about this. I 
hope you all feel that we take a reasonable path with regard to uniform. However, come September, 
there is no reason for anyone to be in shoes, coats or to have bags which aren’t uniform. You ‘buy into’ 
our school. You send your child here. Please accept the uniform requirements and make sure that your 
child is suitably attired. 

Music Plus 

We have contacted the Kent Music Plus organisation about our desire to have private music teachers in 
school on Thursdays next year to replace the service we are losing as Sam Lamming leaves us. They 
have a range of teachers, who can deliver lessons on a variety of instruments. In September, Music Plus 
will hold an assembly so that one or more of their teachers can introduce themselves to the children and 
publicise their services. Hence, we will be able to provide you with the option of purchasing independent 
music tuition on a Thursday. 

School Vision 

As you know we have been working on our school vision this year. Based on the parable of the mustard 
seed from the different gospels, the children have noticed that from small things, big things can grow.  

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field; which 
indeed is smaller than all seeds. But when it is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches. ” Matthew 13:31–32 “ 

This allows the children in our care to become individuals who will flourish as part of our school and the 
wider community. Big things can come from small beginnings; who knows what great things our pupils 
will go onto achieve in the future? 

From September, we are going to ‘grow’ a school vision tree. Our Citizens of the week will receive a leaf, 
on which will be written the reason they have been selected as such. The children will be able to place 
their leaf on our school vision tree. We hope you like this idea and continue to support us.  


