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Erasmus 

Two weeks ago we hosted our part of the current Erasmus project. Twenty one children and seven teachers 

from our partner schools in Belgium, France and Germany visited us and enjoyed what was for many, their 

first trip to the UK. As well as visiting London and Canterbury, they spent a day with us in school and 

worked with some of the children in Year 6. 

The whole focus of the project, which began in September, is to reflect on the 100th anniversary of the end 

of World War One, by bringing together children from four of the European countries most affected by that 

conflict. As many children as possible will visit each other’s countries, each other’s schools, and share expe-

riences which make it plain how much they have in common and how easy it is to develop friendships. 

We are now preparing for the trip to Nantes which will take place at the beginning of April and the parents 

of the six children taking part in that visit will be contacted separately about an information evening being 

held at 7pm on Wednesday 6th March. 

The final trip to Munich will take place in November 2019. We won’t begin organising that trip until the be-

ginning of the school year in September.  

French Exchange 

You may be aware that we have a link with the Year 3 class at Saint Anne Primary School in Hazebrouck 

France. I have worked with the teachers there for many years and I formed this particular link whilst at my 

last school. As with the Erasmus project, I was very pleased to bring it with me when I came to St Peter’s. 

Last year the Year 3 class from Saint Anne visited and spent the day working with our Year 3 class. I am 

pleased to say that they are coming again, on the 14th March. Parents and children in Year 3 will get more 

details of the visit when we return after the break. 

You may recall that we didn’t complete a reciprocal visit last year. Whilst I have worked with the lead 

teacher, Jean Michel Saus, on this and other links for over 20 years, many of our parents were quite under-

standably  anxious about this new Headteacher whisking children off overseas! We will plan a reciprocal 

visit in the early summer and if parents of Year 3 and possibly Year 4 would like their children to be in-

volved, they will have the chance of a day trip to visit the Saint Anne Primaire in Hazebrouck. 

Parents’ Forum 

The parents’ forum in January was extremely productive. We discussed the longer term goals which we 

have for the school and focussed specifically on the development of our curriculum and the building works 

which we have planned. I am sure that all of the parents who attended would agree when I say that it was a 

very productive session and it was extremely encouraging to see parents playing such a full role in giving 

their views on the more strategic development of the school. I would urge parents to attend these forums if 

possible. The school governors desperately want you to be involved in the life and growth of our school. To 

that end, they are trying to include you in discussions about the more major developments we are under-

taking. Please come along to the next meeting if you are able.  
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Building Works 

We also discussed in some depth the building plans we have for the school. In the first instance, we are 

going to begin to address the many limitations which affect the education we can provide to children in 

the Lodge.  

We wish to increase the size of the classrooms in Years 1, 2 and 6. The closure of the nursery provides us 

with an additional room which we can bring back into school use. Over the summer, we will renovate this 

room and as of September, it will house our Year 1 class. We will punch through from the main building, 

so that it has internal access. Having our Year 1 class in this room means that they will have ample access 

to an outside area, which they have hitherto been lacking. They will also have a classroom which is of an 

adequate size and which will lend itself to the transitional curriculum which needs to be delivered in Year 

1. 

The chimney breast in the Lodge will be removed, which will mean that the Year 2 classroom will encom-

pass what is currently the Year 1 room. Hence they will have more space than actually required! Remov-

ing the chimney breast will also provide Year 6 with a greatly increased classroom space. This work will be 

completed over the summer break. 

We appreciate that there is still a great deal to do in both the Lodge and in the Mount Pleasant building, 

but the governors already have a phased development plan which will address the most pressing of the 

needs in the next 2-3 years. 

Inset Days 

Given the major disruption which will take place over the summer break, we 

need to act prudently to ensure that we have sufficient time to organise the 

Year 6, 1 and 2 classrooms so that they are ready for teaching when the aca-

demic year begins. Hence, we are taking the five inset days together at the very 

start of the summer term. This is an unusual occurrence and will not be repeat-

ed in subsequent years. However, we think it is required this year. Consequent-

ly, the 2nd-6th September will be inset days and the children will return to 

school on Monday 9th September. 

Curriculum 

At the forum, we also discussed alterations which we are considering making to our curriculum and our 

teaching practices. We are considering changes to our school week in order to deliver our lessons more 

effectively. This won’t affect the timings of the school day. Rather we are looking at blocking subjects, 

such as art, music, PE and MFL on a Wednesday and leaving the remainder of the week free for the more 

academic subjects. We are also considering how best to support our children in developing the strength 

of character to succeed in modern life. It is all too apparent that for many teenagers, the stress of modern 

life is too demanding.  

Alongside this, our teachers are already experimenting with possible alterations to our lesson structure. 

Some have introduced extended lessons with whole afternoons being given over to one subject. There is 

a great deal of merit in reviewing both what we teach and how we teach it, in order to ensure that the 

education we deliver to the our children is as rich as possible.  

We will be finalising our plans over terms 4 and 5, and we will inform you of changes in term 6. But please 

rest assured, there will be no alterations to the length or timing of the school day. 

 



 

Catering 

We wish to improve the standard of the meals currently served to our children. Our two kitchen staff, Mrs 

Butler and Mrs Chalken, work tirelessly to provide the nicest and friendliest meal ser-

vice possible for the children; but the actual quality of the food is obviously limited by 

having it cooked off site and transported here. 

We are looking at having a production kitchen installed in the current kitchen area. We 

don’t actually want to retain a kitchen here, and would rather it was located immediate-

ly adjacent to the school hall; but moving it there requires further costly work and may 

be beyond us at this stage. However, we believe that we can install a production kitchen 

in the current location over the summer break. We are partly able to do this because Mr 

Davis very kindly donated a combination oven to the school prior to my arrival. Without this extremely 

expensive piece of equipment, we would not be in a position to consider this move—so we thank him for 

his incredible support. 

We are currently costing the purchase the additional fridges, freezers and burners required to cook our 

own meals here and the necessary refurbishment of the kitchen area itself. Once we have confirmed that 

we can afford to complete this work , we will inform you of that. If that is indeed the case, governors will 

also be considering whether we continue with the KCC caterer, or whether we appoint our own inde-

pendent caterers. 

Library 

The library is finished! The SPSA have given considerable financial support to the re

-establishment of a library in the school. They financed the purchase of books, of 

the bookcases and the furniture. Without their help, we wouldn’t have been able 

to achieve this. Thank you to all of the SPSA members involved in fund raising for 

this project. We really appreciate what you have done. 

Miss Cavender, who is the school’s English Lead, has worked long and hard on this 

project. She has come in to school most weekends for the past few months in order to put the library to-

gether to her own exacting standards. Her father has also supported the library financially as his company 

generously sponsored a final round of book buying! Whilst we still wish to add some more decoration to 

the library, and specifically the large window which graces the room, it is ready to open. We will have a 

formal opening on World Book day on 7th March. The library will then be used by the children. 

I thank everyone who has contributed to this project. I can’t imagine the philosophy behind having a pri-

mary school without a library and I am pleased that we have reinstated one so quickly.  

Uniform 

Can I ask parents to take the half term to make sure that all of the children have the correct school uni-

form. A growing number of boys are coming to school in training shoes and a number of girls have boots. 

The uniform clearly states that children are required to wear flat, black shoes. Please take the opportunity 

afforded by the week’s holiday to ensure that your children come back to school with appropriate foot-

wear. 

Can I also ask that parents purchase the required school coat. Again, a growing number are coming to 

school in a variety of different coats. If your child doesn’t have the correct coat, please contact the uni-

form suppliers and obtain one. The school has a clearly stated uniform policy and I ask that parents hon-

our it. Having selected St Peter’s as your school, it is only right that you follow the school’s policies. 



Reverend Ruth 

It was a pleasure to welcome Reverend Ruth Peet into school last week. She came into one of our assem-

blies in order to say hello to the children and staff.  Last night she was inducted into the parish and she 

has now formally taken up her post.  

It’s lovely having her join the parish and I look forward to having her become an integral part of our 

school family. I have no doubt that she will develop a very rewarding relationship with both our school 

and the village community. Welcome Reverend Ruth. 

Thoughts for the Half Term 

Some of you may have looked at our website and read the parable of the mustard seed. The bible con-
tains more than one reference to this parable, which outlines how we may consider the Kingdom of God. 
In Mark 4:30–32 we have the following passage: 

“How will we liken the Kingdom of God? Or with what parable will we illustrate it? It’s like a grain of mus-
tard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, though it is less than all the seeds that are on the earth, 
yet when it is sown, grows up, and becomes greater than all the herbs, and puts out great branches, so 
that the birds of the sky can lodge under its shadow.”  

There are many millions of Christians in the world today, yet it all began with just one person, who was 
born into the very humblest of beginnings and who grew up in an ordinary home, in an ordinary town. 
And then, for 33 years, Jesus lived an ordinary life, unnoticed by the wider world. Jesus’ life shows us that 
from tiny beginnings something big can happen. One person can make a difference to the world, no 
matter how small and unimportant they might seem. 

This seems a particularly apt parable to consider for any school. At St Peter’s we aim to unlock the gates 
to lifelong learning for our children. We wish to help them become individuals who will flourish as part of 
our school and the wider community. Big things can come from small beginnings; who knows what great 
things our pupils will achieve in the future? 

Have a lovely half term break. 

 

  


