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Care on the Roads 

A parent has highlighted a safety issue which I need to share with you all. There have been instances of cars 

driving too near the kerb on the main road through the village. Two parents have been struck by the wing 

mirrors of cars as they have walked on the pavement towards school. Please be aware of this issue and 

make sure that you and your children stay away from the edge of the pavement as you walk along the main 

road. The wing mirrors struck the parents on the arms and whilst they were hurt, there was no major inju-

ry. However, I dread to think of the possible consequences should the mirror have hit a young child on the 

head. Please take care. 

Another parent has spoken to me about the cars parked along Mount Pleasant in the morning and after-

noon. A number of parents remain in their cars for an extended period with the engine idling. Please turn 

your engine off if you park up in Mount Pleasant. The fumes are very unpleasant for those parents and chil-

dren who are standing at the school entrance.  

New Faces 

I am sorry to say that Mrs Moisin will be leaving St Peter’s at the end of this term. We are very sorry to see 

her go and thank her for all of the hard work which she has done on our behalf in the school office. She will 

be joining Mrs Atkinson at her new school. We wish her every happiness in the next stage of her life.  

So, as of January we will have a new team in the office. Mrs Lomakin is already finding her feet as she works 

from 8.15-2.30, and she is accompanied by Mrs Phipps who works from 2.15-4.15. They are being joined by 

Mrs Reins who is moving from her role as TA in Year 2. We intend to make full use of the extensive experi-

ence she has from previously working in finance. She will be in the office from 8.15—12.30. Hopefully hav-

ing two people in the office at the every start of the day will ensure that we can deal with the daily rush 

more effectively. 

Mrs Oag, the school SENCo, Mrs Stone and I are looking at the current TA provision to see how best we can 

allocate our existing TAs to provide support across Key Stage 1 and to Year 2 in particular, in order to cover 

Mrs Rein’s duties. We will inform you of changes in the new year. 

We have recruited an additional Midday Meals Supervisor. Mrs Brunger (Miss Brunger’s mother) has joined 

us already and is getting to know the school and our routines.  We are very pleased to welcome her to our 

team. We have also recruited Mrs Rein (not Mrs Rein’s mother) as an additional MMS to cover when we 

have anyone missing due to illness etc. We welcome her to St Peter’s. 

Parents’ Lunch 

Parents are enjoying coming in to lunch on a Thursday. This has stopped now until the second week of the 

new term when we recommence with Year 3. There have been issues with parents forgetting to book in 

and then asking to come in with their own lunch. I know that the office staff have had a couple of difficult 

conversations with parents who have been concerned that their children would be upset that they weren’t 

there. You must understand that we have implemented this idea as a way of enabling you to come into  
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School and join your children. We want you to come in but we also need to manage numbers. We insist 

on you ‘booking in’ by the Friday of the week before because the caterers need to know exact numbers 

for their weekly food order. We also need to know how may people are coming in order to be able to plan 

for seating. However, we also appreciate that there are parents whose dietary/medical requirements are 

very specific and meeting them on an ad hoc basis would be problematic for the caterers. Hence, as from 

the new year, parents can either have a school meal or bring in their own packed food when they come in 

for lunch. BUT, you must book in by the Friday before—that is solely down to you and if you forget to do 

so, you simply have to wait until your child’s year group comes round again. 

 

Website — Pupil and Parent Questionnaire Feedback 

The governors have completed a great deal of work reviewing the results of our parent and pupil ques-

tionnaires. If you visit the website and look at the Information tab, you will see that it now contains the 

results of both surveys. We have also explained in some detail what we are planning to do in order to ad-

dress the issues which have been raised and also what we have already done in this regard, which is quite 

significant. 

Curriculum Information 

One of the big issues for parents, as it frequently is in school surveys, is having an increased ability to help 

their child at home. Parents want to be able to support their child’s learning as effectively as possible. To 

this end, please look at the Curriculum tab on the website. We have augmented the extensive infor-

mation which was already in place with regard to the National Curriculum, with a multitude of additional 

documents. The St Peter’s Curriculum tab contains an explanation of the changes we have wrought here 

over the past 12 months, and has the skills progressions to which we teach. You can look at these to see 

what we are trying to achieve in every subject, in every year group. These 

skills progressions are the building blocks for our planning. If you wish to 

support your child’s learning, look at these and see what skills we are try-

ing to develop in the children. You can then work to address these at 

home should you so wish. 

You will also see that each year group has it’s own tab, which contains the timetables, and medium and 

long term plans. These show you what your child is studying in greater detail. We have not placed our 

weekly plans on the website. Doing so would be logistically difficult for us, but more than that, the weekly 

plans are subject to constant amendment. We plan our lessons for the whole week, but what we actually 

deliver as the week progresses can alter from the plan according to how successful or not a previous day’s 

lesson has proved. Hence sharing them with you might lead to confusion. 

You will also notice that we haven’t uploaded our English plans. This is because in September we intro-

duced a totally new English scheme of work which we are now embedding and reviewing. The scheme is 

called Power of Reading and it places high quality literature at the core of what we teach.  

Over the course of last year it became apparent that the school lacked a consistent approach to teaching 

English and consequently Miss Cavender worked with a specialist advisor to draw up a new approach 

which we have implemented this year. Now, at the end of each term, we review how successful the les-

sons have been and identify any areas in which we can improve. The scheme is proving very effective and 

we are not amending a great deal of our practice or planning. However, we are making small adjustments. 

Once the plans are finalised we will place them on the website retrospectively so that you can see what 

we will be teaching next academic year. 



Homework 

I previously wrote to you, outlining changes to our Homework policy. The new 

policy is in the Home Learning tab, along with links to both Purple Mash and 

Times Table Rock Stars, as well as on the policies page.  I reiterate that we be-

lieve that children must socialise and enjoy activities away from the national 

curriculum after school—hence our reducing set homework. But I hope that 

the information we have provided will allow you to support their academic 

learning as fully as you wish outside of school. 

Pupil Questionnaires and Marking and Feedback 

One of the issues which arose from the pupil survey related to marking and feedback. The children want-

ed more information on how they could improve their work. We had already identified a need to review 

our marking procedures and we introduced a new policy at the beginning of this year. You can read it on 

the policies page of the Information tab—Effective Marking and Feedback policy. We have introduced an 

increased focus of actively marking as the lesson progresses. This has always been done, but we are em-

phasising its importance. During lessons, teachers are encouraged to provide instant verbal feedback to 

pupils about what they are doing well and what they need to do to improve their work. The children's 

books are still ‘marked’ in the more traditional sense, but the emphasis here is also on identifying the next 

steps for children to take. Teachers will not be writing long messages to pupils in every book for every 

piece of work.  Teachers will use the evidence from the children’s books to plan their lessons. They will 

see which children have grasped new concepts and which need further input, but we won’t be writing ex-

tended messages to children in their books. The majority of the feedback will be given during the lessons 

themselves and will be immediate and verbal. 

Physical Education 

The teaching of PE was raised as a concern by a number of you. I have outlined on the website that I be-

lieve that this largely stems from my cancelling the PASS PE provision and daily run when I arrived here. I 

had strong reasons for doing so and it was the correct action to take. The provision now is superior to 

what I inherited and I have already outlined to governors plans for 2020 which will ensure our PE provi-

sion is even better than at present. I will expand on this further during the forthcoming governor forum. 

Working Together 

I hope that you take the time to read the results of the pupil and parental surveys. You will see that we 

have already addressed many of the issues which have been raised and we are in the process of address-

ing others. A significant focus for the school governors is the buildings issues which affect both the Lodge 

and Mount Pleasant buildings. I expect to be able to write to you later in the Spring with news of what is 

planned for the summer break. 

I will use the newsletters to keep you informed as fully as possible of everything which is being developed 

at our school, but I would also urge you to come along to the Governors’ Forums. The next one is at 7pm 

on Thursday 17th January. The governors want to make these as effective as possible and are looking at 

the best format to use in order to do so. However, no matter how much they are able to develop the 

effectiveness of the meetings, if we only have a dozen or so parents attend, then their worth is limited. 

I thank those of you who completed the survey for us. I would welcome you becoming more involved in 

the school and its development. Please come to the next forum if you can and when we have put out the 

next survey at the end of this academic year, please complete it. We value your opinions. 


