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SIAMs Inspection 

Next Thursday we will have an inspector in school. She is visiting us as part of the Church of Eng-
land’s inspection process. She will be conducting a one day ‘SIAMs’ inspection (Statutory Inspec-
tion of Anglican and Methodist Schools) which focuses primarily on the Christian nature of the 
school. She will be visiting classrooms and will be speaking to some of the children. She may well 
be on the playground in order to chat to you about the school and how happy you are with it. The 
inspector is Mrs Liz Pettersen. She will be here from 8am so don’t be surprised if she is around on 
the playground at the start or end of the day.  

As with Ofsted, she will produce a report which grades the school and this will be shared with you 
in due course. Whilst the process and the inspection framework have changed since the time of 
the school’s last SIAMs inspection, you can gain a flavour of what is involved if you read our last 
SIAMs inspection report which is on our website. 

Creative Thursdays 

The Creative Thursdays are gathering pace and hopefully the children are enjoying the greater 
emphasis we are giving to music, art, PE and MFL. Some of the Year R children were saying hello 
to me in Spanish yesterday, which was lovely to hear. In order to make the day as successful as 
possible I have a few favours to ask of you please: 

Firstly, as the weather grows colder, please provide the children with gloves, hats and warm cloth-
ing to wear on a Thursday. Their Thursday PE lessons are all outdoor. Whilst I would love to see 
them all in suitable layers of school uniform PE kit, first and foremost I want them to be warm. So, 
can they please wear school uniform PE kit to school, but bring old jumpers, gloves, woolly hats 
etc which they can wear during the PE lesson itself. Let me reiterate—our PE kit during the day 
but bring additional old, warm clothing to pull on when they go out to do PE. 

Secondly, please take their earrings out on Thursday morning. We can’t have children participating 
in PE if they are wearing earrings. If the children are old enough to take them out themselves, 
they may do so prior to the lesson and then put them back in afterwards. If they are unable to do 
this, please take them out before sending them to school on days when they have PE. 

Coats! 

We have a very large number of children coming to school without coats! It is cold and wet. Please 
understand that if there is light rain, we will still send the children out to play. They need fresh air 
and exercise. They need a break form being in the classrooms. Obviously if it is pouring, they stay 
indoors, but if the rain is light, we will send them out. Hence, you must send them in with a coat.  

Music Lessons 

Unfortunately Phil James will not be coming to school to teach music here as he is now working at 
the London Palladium as part of their orchestra. I have contacted Kent Music and they are arrang-
ing for a music teacher to join us. The teacher will deliver guitar lessons to Year 3, which are fully 
funded. They will also offer private music tuition during the day which you will be able to pur-
chase. I will keep you informed of developments. 
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PTFA—SPSA 

The SPSA committee wrote to you last term to say that many of them were standing down this 
year and asking whether any of you would like to take over. A school like ours needs to have a 
strong parents’ association both to create links between the school and the community, and to 
raise much needed funds for the children. The media is awash with stories outlining how poorly 
schools are funded, and this is no exaggeration. We are continually asked to do more by the au-
thorities with less and less funding. If we are going to address some of the issues which blight 
our school, we need to be proactive in raising the funds required.  

Consequently I would like to hold a meeting at 7pm on Thursday 7th November to try to re-
establish a parents’ association at the school. I suggest that all those who are interested in being 
involved in such an organisation come along to the hall and let’s discuss how we can reinvigorate 
our SPSA to build on the hard work which the previous committee completed.  

Named Uniform 

Please put your child’s name on all items of uniform. Our children have a truly amazing ability to 
mislay virtually every item of clothing during the course of a school week. On Tuesday, I collect-
ed 13 coats from the school playground at the end of lunch. However, 11 of them were un-
named and hence I couldn’t return them. 

I constantly have children telling me that their coat, bag, jumper has ‘been taken’. In the vast 
majority of occasions, the items turn up within the school as they have simply been mislaid. Of 
course there will be times when children mistakenly pick up the wrong jumpers or coats. They 
don’t always pay enormous attention to what they are doing. Obviously we ask you parents to 
check your child’s school uniform to ensure that they haven't mistakenly picked up someone 
else’s clothing. However, the whole process of reuniting item and owner is made far simpler if 
the item is named, so whilst I know it is time consuming to do so, please  at least initial each of 
the main items. 

Creative Homework 

If your child has produced any creative homework for this term, please bring it into class next 
week so that the class can view it. Class winners will be shared during one of our worships in the 
last week of this term. 

Conkers 

It’s a poor season for conkers, but please bring in any that you find. Tyler is already chomping at 
the bit to play me. 

You may have noticed that the conker tree on the playground is dead. There is a blight affecting 
them unfortunately and a great many are dying. It is sad to see any tree die. Obviously we will 
arrange for it’s removal before it becomes  dangerous. We will then consider how we can replace 
it. We do have a plan which will be revealed to the children very shortly..…….. 

Kaine Stevens 

We strive to reinforce in all of the children that they need to act in a manner in line with the 
Christian values which are fundamental to our teaching here. We want them to show respect and 
kindness to each other, to forgive when they are wronged, to show perseverance when they find 
things difficult, to understand hope, faith and love. They may not always do so, but when they 
don’t we try to explain to them the importance of these values and of acting in the right way.  

We also celebrate when they independently show those values as part of their normal day. 

Mrs Price now runs two of our extracurricular football clubs. She was quite moved the other day, 
as were we when she recounted what had happened. At the end of a practice match, when a 
number of children were jumping up and celebrating that they had won, Kaine Stevens, whose 
team had won the match, quietly went to each of the players on the losing team, shook their 
hand and commiserated with them, telling them how well they had played. His actions were in 
stark contrast to those demonstrated by so many professional players. I hope he feels as proud 
of himself and his behaviour as I do to be his Headteacher. Well done Kaine.  


