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Mrs Hutchings 

Children may have told you that Mrs Hutchings has been back in school. She is completing some ‘keeping in 
touch’ days, and has been covering absence in a couple of our classes. She will be returning to work full 
time on Monday 16th March. She will be completing the PPA release role from Year R—4 for the remainder 
of this academic year, before taking on a class commitment again next September. It is lovely to welcome 
her back. 

Mrs Brunger 

I am very pleased to say that Mrs Brunger is expecting a baby! We congratulate her and her partner on this 
wonderful news. She will continue to work here for the remainder of the school year before beginning her 
maternity leave next academic year.  

Mrs Burgoyne 

Mrs Karri Burgoyne has joined our team as a  Midday Meals Supervisor. She has been shadowing Mrs 
Brunger for the past week to allow her to get to know the routine and learn some of the children's names. I 
know that she is already feeling very much at home here. It’s a pleasure to welcome her properly to the 
school. 

Facebook 

Communication has evolved incredibly since I started teaching. The school comms system ensures that par-
ents receive the information we send out, provided you keep us updated with any changes to your mobile 
numbers or email addresses. 

As a further source of information the school now has a Facebook page. This can be found at: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Aylesford-Primary-School-104326141034269/   

We will continue to use school comms as our primary means of providing you with information. The Face-
book page will provide another source of information for you. I would like to thank Miss Burgess for her ef-
forts in creating it.  

French Trip 

24 children form Sint Anne’s Primaire in Hazebrouck will be visiting our Year 3 class on Friday 27th March. 
This will be the third time they have visited. We will spend the day completing a range of activities together 
so that the children have an opportunity to communicate and become friends. It’s always a lovely day. 

I have already written to the parents of our Year 3 class to inform them that we have organised a reciprocal 
trip. The date has changed slightly, but we will now have a day trip to Hazebrouck on Friday 12th June. It 
will involve a very early start, but we will go across and have a day at Sint Anne’s. I know that our children 
will have a superb time. 

Only 9 children from Year 3 currently wish to take part. If you haven't yet returned your form, please do so 
because after the half term break I will make the remaining places available to Year 4. We plan to take up 
to 24 pupils with us.  

Year 5/6 Residential 2021 

Whilst I know it may seem rather early, we have booked the Year 5/6 residential for 2021. The centres get 
booked up far in advance and we only secured what we wanted for 2021 because of a cancellation. Usually 
schools have to book these trips two years ahead. Parents in our current Year 4 and 5 should have received 
a separate communication to inform them of an information evening on Thursday 2nd July at 7pm. I will 
provide full details of the trip to Swattenden then. 
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SPSA 

Our new SPSA committee have met a couple of times already and are planning their activities for the 
coming year. The new committee are striving to engage with the parent population as fully as possible. 
To that end, I hope that you took the chance to respond to the very comprehensive and professional sur-
vey which they recently completed.  

There is an SPSA notice board immediately outside the school gates. As well as electronic communication, 
the SPSA will use this to publicise events. I would like to thank Evie-Marie’s mummy and daddy for donat-
ing the notice board. 

Peanut Allergy 

I hope that everyone is now aware that we are insisting that no nuts come into school. Because of the 
danger of one of our children suffering a life threatening anaphylactic shock, we must insist that no nuts 
or products labelled as ‘may contain nuts’ come into school.  

Please understand that a child’s well being depends on this. Hence, please think before you send your 
child into school with anything which may have been in contact with nuts. Even if a teacher asks for card-
board boxes to be sent in for junk modelling, please don’t send in empty cereal boxes which may have 
contained nuts.  

As time goes on, if it subsequently transpires that we can be absolutely certain about the specifics of his 
allergy, and allow certain products to be reintroduced to school, then we will of course do this. But whilst 
he is transitioning into the school and we are learning of his exact needs, please work with us to keep him 
safe. 

School Growth 

The school population continues to grow. We are likely to have nearly 180 pupils at St Peter’s within the 
coming few weeks. The school is a very happy family and it is lovely that this is being recognised in the 
wider community, and children are transferring to us as a result.  

I want to assure you that the developments we have planned for the school building are solely to allow us 
to provide the best possible facilities and education for our children. The school site is small and we are 
very close to being at capacity. We aren’t planning to grow beyond our site. We simply want to make 
changes which will provide us with improved classrooms, a clearer hall, better and more numerous toilets, 
and clearer passageways around the school. We will outline these plans in more detail at the next parent 
forum. We are finalising the date of the next forum and will confirm this with you later this week. 

Sex Education 

You will no doubt have seen in the press that much has been made of the government’s new curriculum 
for Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) in primary schools. There have been some protests regarding 
the content as introduced in schools which have trialled it. All schools are required to work with the new 
curriculum as from this coming September. 

We are currently reviewing the curriculum for RSE alongside what we teach in Personal, Social, and 
Health Education (PSHE). Bear with me—the educational world is full of confusing terms and abbrevia-
tions. 

As with most elements of the government’s curriculum documents, there are grey areas in the RSE docu-
ment which we can choose to interpret as we wish. We intend to review our current PSHE curriculum 
against the government’s new RSE guidelines and develop a way forward which encompasses both. 

Restorative Practices 

If possible we also intend to incorporate the development of a new PSHE curriculum with the develop-
ment of what is termed ‘Restorative Practices’. Mr Eastwood and Mrs Beacher were recently trained in the 
implementation of Restorative Practices. Primarily this provides a way of working which focuses on devel-
oping relationships and communication, particularly as a way of resolving any form of disagreement. The 
approach also promotes mutual respect and open communication. Obviously further developing this skill 
amongst both our children and staff, would allow for more open communication in a range of areas. 

I would urge you to come to the next parent forum as we will be providing more detail on what we are 
planning for RSE, PSHE and Restorative Practices. If it is any consolation, we sometimes find all of the 
abbreviations confusing as well.  


