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Nativity 

Last Tuesday I was fortunate enough to watch the first performance of this year’s nativity. The nativity is 
always the highlight of my school year. For me, watching our youngest children take such obvious delight in 
being on stage, in front of their parents and grandparents, is one of the most magical aspects of the Christ-
mas period. This year’s nativity was as beautiful as ever. I congratulate the children for how well they act-
ed, sang and danced, and for the confidence they showed in being on such a big stage in front of so many 
people. I want to thank all of the Key Stage 1 staff, and Mrs Stone in particular, for their amazing efforts in 
ensuring that the children were so happy and relaxed, whilst performing such a professional show. Thank 
you all!  

Carol Concert 

I also went along to the carol concert which was held at the Hengist on Friday 29th. I thought the choir 
sang really well, particularly given that a great many in the crowd didn't seem to be paying any attention to 
the singing! I want to thank Mr House for organising the event and Mrs Stone for preparing our choir, as 
well as the other members of staff who gave their time to be there on the evening to help organise the chil-
dren. Thank you everyone. 

Tree 

You might have noticed a Christmas tree on the upper playground. This was kindly donated by Buildbase. 
This is the third consecutive year that they have given us a tree. I would like to thank them and Mr Page, 
who works for them, for their generosity. In case you are wondering, we have to place the tree outdoors as 
we have members of our school who are highly allergic to Christmas trees, and we don’t want them begin-
ning their Christmas holiday with hives! Last year, the weather was kind to us; this year the high winds 
have been less so.  

PTFA 

On Monday we held our meeting to form a new PTFA committee. Eight people came. I also had a small 
number of people who spoke to me on the gate prior to the Monday to say that whilst they couldn’t make 
the meeting, they would be supporting the new PTFA in whatever way possible once it was formed.  

The parents formed a committee which will meet again early in the new year. They will review what events 
the previous committee ran and decide what they wish to continue with, and what they wish to alter. After 
this meeting, the committee will be contacting you to introduce themselves and to inform you about what 
plans they have. 

The media is full of stories outlining the financial difficulties affecting schools. No matter what politicians 
may say to the contrary, school funding has been cut savagely over the past 5-6 years and all schools are 
struggling to operate. There is a real funding crisis in education at present.   

PTFAs have always played an important role in supporting schools, and raising funds for projects. However, 
their importance is now greater than ever. They support school life in so many ways, whether it is more 
minor things such as running refreshment stalls at the nativity or sports days, up to organising discos for 
the children and of course running Christmas and Summer Fairs. They add to the life of the school and pro-
vide the children with many happy memories, as well as raising much needed funds.  

I am disappointed that fewer than a dozen or so parents are seemingly prepared to support their own chil-
dren’s school. It doesn't reflect well on Aylesford as a community. I would ask all of you to respond to the 
new committee when they contact you in the new year. Even if you can’t attend meetings, please offer 
your help with any of the events which they organise for the children. I appreciate that people have busy 
lives, but everyone can offer some time, at some stage, to support the PTFA. Personally, I look forward to 
working closely with the new committee, to help improve and support our school in every way possible. 
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Buildings Plan 

In the new year we will be drawing up plans for the next phase of our building improvement. This will 
again focus on the Lodge. We will section off the far end of the Year 2 classroom, which will reduce it in 
size, but still leave a very well sized room. The sectioned part will become an internal corridor which will 
allow Year 6 and 1 to access their rooms without having to walk through the bottle neck which exists out-
side my office. We also wish to install additional toilets in the unused outside area which sits between the 
Year 1 and 2 classrooms. We need additional toilets in order to provide everyone in the building with ade-
quate facilities. We will also plan for some internal alterations, with walls being removed, sinks installed 
and redecoration being completed. These plans will be sent out to parents during term 3, so that you can 
see what is going to be done. 

Some parents have already said that they can help to access materials which we will need for this project. 
Some have contacts in the building trade, whilst others work in fund raising roles and hence have con-
tacts which can be of use to us. Please, if you can help us in any way, I would welcome your support. We 
need to raise a considerable amount of money to fund this next phase of the development project. But 
once this much needed work is done, the Lodge will be a superb teaching facility and our children will 
benefit from having well sized and equipped rooms. We can then turn our attention to the much larger 
issue which exists in the Mount Pleasant building. We are already formulating our plans for the quite ma-
jor alterations which we wish to make to the fabric of this building, and hope to begin this work in 2020-
21.  

Music Lessons 

We now have Mr Jonathan Jaggard working at the school every Thursday afternoon. He is delivering mu-
sic lessons to years R, 1, and 3, with the latter learning to play the ukulele! Like Dr Paul Richards, Mr Jag-
gard is also a professional musician. So, with Dr Paul Richards delivering music lessons to the other year 
groups, it means that all of our children are now having specialist music tuition from professional musi-
cians.  

Despite our efforts, we still haven't found any tutors who can work in school on a Thursday, to deliver 
private tuition on specific instruments. However, we will keep trying! 

Conker Tree 

The conker tree on the playground has to be felled. This will be done in the new year. They will leave a 
flat ‘table top’ which we can use as a seat. We can’t replace the tree in that same position because of the 
difficulties removing it without destroying the tarmac playground. However, we are hoping to plant a re-
placement conker elsewhere on our grounds. 

Residential 

We have emailed an information letter to those parents in Years 5 and 6 who registered for their children 
to participate in this year’s residential to France. If you have paid your deposit, but didn't receive the in-
formation letter this week, please contact us in the new year.  

When we return in January, we will begin planning and booking the residential visit for Summer 2021. 
This will be in the UK and will be an outdoor/adventurous activity type residential. We have previously 
stayed at Kingswood and also at Carroty Wood.  We won’t return to Kingswood, but will consider Carroty 
Wood as an option, whilst also exploring other local centres. Parents in Years 4 and 5 can expect a letter 
in term 4 outlining what we have planned. 

French Links 

Year 3 have a long standing link with St Anne’s School in Hazebrouck, France. The children from St 
Anne’s have twice visited us in previous years. We are planning to have them visit us again in the Spring. 
They will come and spend a day with us, as they have before. We have twice tried to organise a recipro-
cal visit, with our children going across the Channel to spend a day at St Anne’s, but too few of our par-
ents have been open to the idea. However, we are going to try again this summer! We will write to par-
ents in Year 3 and 4, to offer a day trip to Hazebrouck. We will schedule it on a Friday so that those who 
go can catch up on their sleep the following morning. Expect some details to come in February. 

We have also established a link with a second French school, the Ecole Francois Mitterand, which is also 
in Northern France. The children there have already sent our Year 4 a package of letters, cards and good-
ies. Year 4 have responded and their package will be sent across to Bailleul-sur-Therain, where the school 
is, in the coming days. We hope to establish a link with this school through skype and email in the first 
instance, and then who knows! 



Erasmus  

Obviously we are an unusual school with regard to the number and strength of our international links. I 
appreciate that not many primary schools put as much emphasis on developing international links as we 
do. It’s a shame, because they are wrong not to do so.  

Just a few weeks ago Miss Cavender and I had the good fortune to spend a week in Munich with six of 
our Year 5 children. This was the last exchange of our first Erasmus project. Our children worked and 
played with children from the German school, as well as others from our partner schools in France and 
Belgium. For some of our children it was the first time they had flown.  They were 2-4 years younger than 
the other children involved in the project, and yet they mixed superbly and took this adventure in their 
stride. All six of them looked extremely worried as they left us to work in class with German secondary 
school students; but all were beaming just a short while later as they toured the school with their new 
German friends. I was extremely proud to be the Headteacher of such fantastic children. Their behaviour 
was superb. 

We enjoyed a great many experiences, but for me, the highlight was to stand in the very square where 
Adolf Hitler had installed an ‘eternal flame’ during the late 1930s, a flame which all those passing were 
forced to salute, and I watched as our children, accompanied by those from Germany, France and Bel-
gium performed a mass, energetic selfie. As I looked at them, I felt very confident in the future of our 
world. I am sure they will make a far better job of it than we have.  

Curriculum 

You may not be surprised to learn that after implementing our Creative Thursdays, which both protect 
and promote the creative arts, and with our growing participation in a myriad of exchange programmes, 
in the new year we will be reviewing our curriculum and teaching methods further. We are free now from 
the shackles placed upon us by having to prepare for Ofsted and SIAMs inspections. We can now fully de-
vote our energies to developing our teaching practice to the optimum, and this means not doing things in 
a certain way because that is how they have always been done. This is an innovative school and we in-
tend to further amend our practice in the coming year to ensure that our curriculum and teaching are the 
best they can be. We may do things differently to other schools, but I assure you that the education we 
provide to our children will be one which best prepares them for the life they have ahead of them.  

Christmas 

I hope that you all enjoy a wonderful Christmas and New Year. On behalf of the staff I thank all of you 
who have given cards and present to us. It is much appreciated—thank you. I feel that we can lose the 
real importance of Christmas in the stress and bustle of the commercial pressures forced upon us at this 
time of year. This is a time for reflection and thanks for the peace and hope which the birth of an infant 
brought to our world. I hope that we all find some time to think about this during the Christmas period. 

And whilst I think of the hope which Jesus’ birth brought to the world, I also think of our Erasmus trip, 
and watching six of our children excitedly jumping into the air, with smiles on their faces, side by side 
with friends from across Europe. Their happiness and hope were in stark contrast with the evil associated 
with the square where we stood. As we reflect on the wonder of Jesus’ birth, let’s also give thanks for the 
hope and beauty which exists in every child. 

 
At this time of peace and goodwill to all, may I end by asking everyone to reflect on the words of Mahat-
ma Ghandi, who said: 
 
 

‘There is no path to peace. Peace is the path.’  
 

 
May you all have peace in your lives and bring peace to the lives of others. Merry Christmas. 


